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by Julia R
ose

This is a dream
 com

e
true! At last in 2010  there
w

ill be a study of w
om

bat
m

ovem
ents in the H

ot
Spot area on
Thunderbolts
w

ay near
N

ow
endoc, east of

W
alcha.  N

TW
C

 has
been recording road
kills for m

any years and
this is definitely an area
w

here the sealing of the
road surface has resulted in
an increase of w

om
bat

m
ortalities. The old

unsealed road  helped
by reducing  the traffic
speed and had  the
added benefit of noise
from

 tyres on the
gravel as cars
approached. W

om
bat tracks

have been found both sides
of the road in several sites
and it seem

s they prefer to
ignore nearby culverts as a

safe underpass. Q
uestion is

w
hat can be con-

structed
which

they w
ill use and

w
here to put it. Also is

there som
ething w

hich can
be placed on the road
surface near the crossing

N
T

W
C

 assistin
g  W

om
b

at research
er.spots w

hich w
ill

alert or divert
w

om
bats? W

e
know

 w
om

bats
have great
hearing but poor
eyesight and tend
to ‘stop and think’
if confused by
som

ething w
hich

causes m
any

deaths.

W
e hope w

e can
achieve results
w

hich can save this
population.

  N
TW

C
 w

ish to
thank N

atasha
C

rook ( also a
snake handling
m

em
ber)

for choosing
this  topic to w

ork
on for her hon-
ours project  at
U

N
E and Linda

and I are
looking forw

ard
to being her assistants.
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N
orthern Tableland W

ildlife C
arers is a netw

ork of trained
volunteers licensed by N

SW
 N

ational Parks and W
ildlife Service.

W
e rescue, rehabilite and release injured, sick, orphened &

unw
anted native fauna. Any assistance please call the above

num
bers in your area.

M
em

bership $15 single and $20 fam
ily year for authourised

and support m
em

bers All donations over $2 are tax deductable.

This N
ew

sletter is designed by C
olin W

ood and printed by
N

ew
 England M

utual.

Telstra C
ouintry W

ide are also proud to be a sponser of
NTW

C

C
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ts
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R
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by D
r D

ouglas K
erlin

In 1788 w
hen Australia

w
as first settled by Europe-

ans over 65%
 of the Koala

forests have been cl;eared.
~ That’s over 75 m

illion
hectares.  The rem

aining
35%

 ~ around 41 m
illion

H
ectares ~ re-

m
ains under threat

from
 land clearing

for agriculture,
urban develop-
m

ent and unsus-
tainable forestry.

In D
ecem

ber, the
Australian Koala
Foundation is
taking a delegation
to C

O
P15, the next U

nited N
ations C

onfer-
ence of Parties on C

lim
ate C

hange in
C

openhagen. W
e w

ill argue that the w
orld

needs to recognise the significance of our
forests in the clim

ate debate, and that the
sim

ple solution lies in rew
arding the

landholder w
ho protects these trees. O

nce
this logic has been adopted, w

e believe
that voluntary m

arkets w
ill m

ove into place
to ensure the carbon savings are safe in
the bank of existing forests.

W
hen w

e save the trees, w
e guard

ourselves against the im
pacts of clim

ate
change. W

hat’s m
ore, the koala’s Eucalypt

forests have been found to be som
e of the

m
ost valuable carbon sinks in the w

orld.

The AKF believes Australia could lead the
w

orld in protecting existing
forests for their huge carbon
value. C

urrently, the Austral-
ian G

overnm
ent is m

islead-
ing the w

orld. This G
overn-

m
ent is talking about

protecting forests in develop-
ing nations, but is
ignoring the
destruction of the
forests of Aus-
tralia, and the
associated
production of
carbon.

The AKF w
ill

be a unique
delegate at

C
O

P15 because w
e bring w

orld-fam
ous

m
apping expertise to show

 both developed
and developing countries sim

ple solutions
to global problem

s. AKF boasts one of the
richest databases of trees in the w

orld from
m

apping m
ore than 40 000 square kilom

e-
tres over 1800 field sites. W

e believe that
m

apping w
ill bring integrity to the carbon

econom
y system

, and w
e have the trailblaz-

ing m
aps and the figures to prove it!

C
EO

 D
eborah Tabart O

AM
, G

irl G
uides

Australia representative Abyilene M
cG

uire,
and m

yself m
ake up the delegation.

U
n

ited
 N

ation
s

C
lim

ate C
h

an
ge C

on
feren

ce D
ecem

b
er

C
op

en
h

agen
 D

ecem
b

er 7th
 ~

 18th
 2009

“W
e n

eed
 a n

ew
 p

arad
igm

, w
h

ere
n

atu
ral forests h

ave th
e righ

t
econ

om
ic. M

ap
p

in
g is th

e view
 to th

is
vision

; m
ap

p
in

g u
n

d
erp

in
s everyth

in
g

th
e A

K
F h

as d
on

e, an
d

 w
ill  d

o.
M

ap
p

in
g every treem

ean
s accu

racy
an

d
 in

tegrity”
D

eborah T
abart C

E
O

 A
ustralian K

oal a
Foundation
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T
h

e W
h

ite N
ose S

yn
d

rom
e

T
raged

y

Som
ething is killing w

hole populations of bats in
the eastern U

.S. as they hibernate in caves and
m

ines. Bats are losing their fat reserves (w
hich are

needed to survive hibernation) long before the
w

inter is over and dying of starvation.

The cause is unknow
n, but the affliction has been

given the nam
e “W

hite Nose Syndrom
e” (W

N
S)

because of the telltale w
hite fungus grow

ing on the
noses of infected bats. This previously undescribed
fungus, G

eom
yces destructans, m

ay also appear
on a bat’s w

ings, ears, and tail.

H
ow

ever, bats affected w
ith W

N
S do not alw

ays
have the fungus grow

ing on their bodies, and m
ay

instead display abnorm
al behavior.

Scientists do not know
 if the fungus is the sole

cause of the bat deaths, or if it is m
erely an

opportunistic pathogen, taking advantage of
im

m
une system

s w
eakened by another biological

or chem
ical agent.

The earliest evidence of W
N

S is in a 2006
photograph taken in H

ow
e C

averns, N
ew

 York, but
the condition w

as not recognized until a year later.
Since then, hundreds of thousands of bats have
died.

There is som
e concern that if the syndrom

e is a
pathogen, it could be accidentally spread to

Australia (and other places).
B

ats A
re D

yin
g

M
ortality rates of 70-100%

 have been
docum

ented in the first year in m
any

hibernacula found to have W
N

S. In caves
w

here few
er than 100%

 of the bats died the
first year, populations continued to decline in
successive years.

D
am

age to w
ings and bodies persists in

bats that survive a w
inter in W

N
S-affected

populations.
A

d
d

ition
al S

ign
s of W

N
S

•    Bats flying outside during the day in
near freezing w

eather.

•    Bats clustered in the w
inter in sections

of caves or m
ines not norm

ally used for
w

inter roosts, especially near the entrance.

•    D
ead or dying bats on the ground or

on buildings, trees or other structures during the
winter.

•    Bats not arousing at all after being  disturbed.
H

ow
 W

N
S

 Is S
p

read

•    Bat to Bat - Bat to bat transm
ission of G

.
destructans has been proven in the laboratory. The
pattern in w

hich W
N

S has spread betw
een caves

appears to support this.

•    C
ave to H

um
ans to  Bats?  - The spread

pattern also suggests that hum
ans m

ay transport
W

N
S from

 infected sites to clean sites, probably on

S
om

eth
in

g is K
illin

g B
ats!
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E
c

h
id

n
a

L
ook at that anim

al, you’ve got to be joking,
W

ith all those needles in its back out poking;
N

ever before have I seen such features
O

n any one of a thousand creatures:
H

er sharp little toes, her squat little stance
A

nd long, sticky tongue full of insects and ants
Flicking in front of her pencil-thin m

uzzle –
H

ave you ever seen a m
ore peculiar living puzzle?

“W
ell for your inform

ation I’m
 an echidna,

W
atch out if you don’t w

ant these spines stickin’ in ya –
Y

ou think I’m
 peculiar but your judgem

ent is hasty,
Y

ou see w
rigglies and ants are really rather tasty:

B
ut I’ve better things to do than listen to you rant,

I’m
 off to find m

e a juicy sugar-ant;
I can be reasonable but I’m

 not kiddin’ ya
Y

ou’d better not hassle m
e, ‘cause I’m

 an echidna!”

U
rr, ants and w

riggly creatures, yuk!
H

ow
ever can you bring yourself to sw

allow
 that m

uck?
Y

ou dig so m
uch one day you’ll get bogged,

W
ith your beak in the dirt I’m

 surprised its not clogged!
W

ith those spines on your back you’re a curious case
B

ut those legs w
ould never-ever w

in you a chase;
Fiction can never be stranger than fact,
N

o anim
al alive could follow

 your act.

“To repeat m
yself, I’m

 an echidna,
I hope you got m

y w
arning, w

ell then, didnya?
Y

ou’re opinion of m
y diet is som

ew
hat injudicious

B
ecause not only are they tasty ants are w

onderfully nutritious;
B

ut from
 a tw

it like you it’s not all that surprisin’
T

ry one and m
aybe you’d broaden your horizon:

B
ut I w

aste m
y tim

e, it’s goodbye I’m
 biddin’ ya,

D
on’t answ

er m
e back, because I’m

 an echidna!”

b
y C

olin
 G

ib
son
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o you

 u
tilise O

u
r

W
eb

site as m
u

ch
 as you

cou
ld

? w
w

w
.n

tw
c.org.au

M
ain

 ad
van

tages of u
sin

g th
e

w
eb

site
Y

ou
 can

 p
rin

t ou
t you

r
•

 M
em

b
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ip
 form

•
Foster C

are rep
ort

•
M

ilk
 req

u
est form

•
A

n
im

al tran
sfer form

•
A

n
im

al rep
ort form

•
Y

ou
 can

 h
ave access to m

ost
carer organ

isation
 th

rou
gh

ou
t

A
u

stralia
•

H
ave access to lots of u

sefu
l

lin
k

s for ed
u

cation
 an

d
 h

elp
 for

n
ative an

im
als

•
R

ead
 th

e latest an
d

 old
er

issu
es of you

 n
ew

sletter
•

S
ee lots of p

h
otos of an

im
als

in
 care an

d
 th

ose th
at h

ave b
een

released
•

L
ots of stu

ff to h
elp

 you
 care

for ou
r n

ative an
im

als
•

C
h

eck
 ou

t th
e sn

ak
es in

 ou
r

area an
d

 see w
h

ich
 are n

on
; p

artly
or very ven

em
ou

s
•

L
eave a m

essage for ou
r

com
m

ittee
In

 fu
tu

re, to save on
 p

ostage an
d

p
ap

er w
e w

ill b
e sen

d
in

g ou
t

em
ails w

ith
 th

e w
eb

site ad
d

ress
of th

e latest n
ew

sletter to all w
h

o
h

ave in
tern

et access.
P

lease register you
 em

ail ad
d

ress
w

ith
 C

olin
 at

tu
rton

37@
b

igp
on

d
.com

clothes and equipm
ent that aren’t cleaned and

decontam
inated between visits to caves.

B
ats M

atter!

Bats are an essential, beneficial part of the
ecosystem

.

Bats play critical roles in insect control, plant
pollination, seed dissem

ination and cave ecosys-
tem

s, and provide food for other anim
als

C
onsum

ing over half their body w
eight in insects

each night, bats reduce the need for insecticides
and are the m

ajor predator of night-flying insects.
Bats eat thousands of tons of insects nightly.

Bats play a significant role in science and
m

edicine. Bat research has enabled advancem
ents

in sonar, vaccine developm
ent, blood coagulation,

and artificial insem
ination, to nam

e just a few.

D
ecim

ation of bat populations w
ill cause a

substantial ecological ripple effect, with far-reaching
consequences.

W
NS doesn’t only affect bats •\it im

pacts our
whole ecosystem

.T
aking A

ction

Scientists, wildlife officials, private and university
laboratories, and non-profit organizations, including
the N

ational Speleological Society, have partnered
to develop research strategies. N

um
erous field and

laboratory projects are underw
ay to discover the

cause or causes of W
N

S, and determ
ine how

 to
fight it.

C
aving organizations are helping these groups

im
plem

ent plans to help slow
 the spread of W

N
S

until science can find a solution.

You are asked to honor all cave closures and
advisories for private and governm

ent land, and
follow

 strict cleaning and decontam
ination proce-

dures for caving clothing and equipm
ent. Please

check w
ith your state agencies or local N

SS grotto
for the status of caves and caving in your area.
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This shy little m
arsupial has a grey and w

hite
silky coat, long sensitive ears and pink pointed
nose. W

ith huge rabbit ears and soft grey fur it’s
easy to see the resem

blance to rabbits, but that’s
w

here it ends. The bilby is also know
n as the

rabbit-eared bandicoot. In earlier tim
es, the

guardians of the land knew
 that the bilby could be

found all over Australia, but now
adays they can

only be seen in certain rem
ote places.

H
ow

 is th
e W

ild
life P

reservation
S

ociety h
elp

in
g, an

d
 h

ow
 can

 you
h

elp
?

O
ver the past

200 years,
Australia has
experienced a
higher rate of
m

am
m

al
extinctions than

any other continent.

M
em

bers of the W
ildlife Preservation Society of

Australia have been w
orking since the Society’s

foundation in M
ay 1909 to preserve and protect

Australia’s wildlife in all its form
s.

The W
ildlife Preservation Society is supporting

"O
peration R

angelands" in the Pilbara region of
W

estern Australia.

Arid regions, including m
uch of the W

estern
Australian rangelands, have been m

ost affected. O
f

the 85 species of native m
am

m
als (excluding bats)

know
n to have once occupied the arid zone, 11 are

now
 extinct, six are extinct on the m

ainland and are
found only on off-shore islands and 16 are now
severely restricted in their range. Preventing
further extinctions and reversing the rate of decline
of biodiversity and ecosystem

 health in the
rangelands w

ill require proactive and determ
ined

intervention and the support of organisations such
as the W

ildlife Preservation Society of Australia.

The goal of this unique, ecologically integrated
project is to restore natural ecosystem

 function and

biodiversity, including the reintroduction of 11 arid
zone m

am
m

al species, to alm
ost 600,000 hectares

of rangelands in the north-eastern G
oldfields of

W
estern Australia by 2020. As w

ell as tangible
conservation outcom

es, the know
ledge and

m
anagem

ent experience gained from
 this project

w
ill have application across the sem

i arid and arid
rangelands of Australia.

This w
ill be achieved by:

1. C
ontrolling introduced herbivores including

feral cam
els and feral goats.

2. C
ontrolling introduced predators – feral cats

and foxes.

3. Im
plem

enting ecologically appropriate fire
regim

es to m
aintain functioning habitats and to

reduce the risk of large, dam
aging w

ildfires.

4. R
eintroducing native m

am
m

als, such as the
bilby, that have becom

e extinct or have severely
declined due to introduced predators and herbiv-
ores and altered fire regim

es.  These
reintroductions w

ill im
prove the conservation status

of arid zone m
am

m
als and, in doing so, return

m
any im

portant ecological functions such as soil
cultivation through digging and burrow

ing, nutrient
recycling, seed dispersal and grazing and
brow

sing.

   5. M
onitoring reintroduced fauna, introduced

predators and herbivores and biodiversity and
ecosystem

 health.
D

o you
 love b

ilb
ies?

H
elp save Australia's native bilby by donating to

the W
ildlife Preservation Society of Australia's

special bilby project.

W
ith your support w

e can save Australia's
precious bilby.

Join the W
ildlife Preservation Society at http://

w
w

w.w
psa.org.au/pro_bilby.htm

l and for as little as
$10 or m

ore each m
onth and together w

e can
m

ake Australia a safe place w
here native w

ildlife
conservation m

atters.

H
ave you seen a greater bilby?

G
reater Bilby [nt] (M

acrotis
lagotis sagitta)
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B
ats N

eed
 Y

ou
r h

elp
!

Report unusual bat behavior or bats that
appear diseased to your state w

ildlife agency.
U

nusual behaviors m
ay include daytim

e flight,
especially during very cold w

eather. R
eport dead

or dying bats you find on the ground, trees, or
buildings.

If anyone com
es across w

hat they suspect m
ay

be W
hite N

ose Syndrom
e, they should im

m
ediately

contact the Com
m

onwealth Departm
ent of Fisheries

Forestry and Agriculture N
ational Pest and D

isease
O

utbreak H
otline on 131 450.

M
arsu

p
ial soak

s u
p

 su
n

lik
e a lizard

by Fiona M
acD

onald

Basking after a m
idday torpor allow

s dunnarts to
survive on a quarter of the food and w

ater they
w

ould norm
ally require (Source: Lisa W

arnecke)

A sm
all Australian m

arsupial is taking a lesson
from

 the reptile w
orld and basking in the sun to

conserve energy and im
prove its chances of

survival, a researcher has found.

The fat-tailed dunnart, one of Australia’s sm
allest

and m
ost w

idespread m
arsupials, basks in the sun

to reduce its need for food and w
ater in the desert -

a strategy traditionally associated w
ith ‘cold-

blooded’ anim
als.

D
r Lisa W

arnecke of the U
niversity of N

ew
England found that dunnarts bask to w

arm
 their

body w
hile arousing from

 torpor - a short hiberna-
tion that som

e m
am

m
als can go into for a few

 hours
each day.

Basking in com
bination w

ith torpor has so far
only been identified in tw

o other m
am

m
als, both

sm
all Australian m

arsupials.
A

d
ap

tin
g to ch

an
ge

W
arnecke believes basking m

ay be used by
m

any m
ore m

am
m

als that go into torpor and could
help species cope w

ith clim
ate change.

“It appears this is a
really good strategy to
increase an anim

al’s
chance of survival in
harsh conditions, w

hich is
going to becom

e m
ore

im
portant as clim

ate
change begins to
negatively im

pact on
habitats.”

“If w
e find out that m

ore
species can do this, it w

ill
give us hope that sm

all
native m

am
m

als have a
better chance of surviv-
ing,” says W

arnecke.

The research, w
hich

W
arnecke undertook as part of her PhD

, reveals
that com

bining basking w
ith torpor can allow

dunnarts to survive on a quarter of the food and
w

ater they w
ould norm

ally require.
S

u
rvival strategy

Torpor on its ow
n has already been proved a

valuable survival strategy.

Earlier this year W
arnecke’s supervisor at the
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B
y L

inda D
ennis

In the last new
sletter I told you about the

new
 species of w

om
bat – the Short-Eared

W
om

bat.  There is only one individual in this
very special sub-species, and her nam

e is
Chilli.

C
hilli w

as rescued w
hen she w

as around
the 1kg m

ark.  She had been exposed to the
very chilly elem

ents and as a result had frost
bite to m

uch of her body, the w
orst effected areas

being her ears, w
hich subsequently fell off (hence,

the Short-Eared W
om

bat!).

C
hilli is now

 a happy, healthy 6kg and has een
m

oved to her new
 outside enclosure – w

hich she
LO

VES!!  She’s been doing all the norm
al w

om
baty

things, like eating lots of grass, exploring the great
outdoors and digging (w

ell, renovating) her very

ow
n burrow.

W
e started the burrow

 off for her so that she
w

ould have an escape from
 the harsh elem

ents
(the extrem

e hot and cold), providing her w
ith an

entry tunnel and a sm
all sleeping cham

ber.
Apparently w

e hum
ans don’t know

 how
 to m

ake a
proper w

om
bat burrow, how

ever, and she has
been busy at w

ork, doing it the right w
ay!

Every day there has been a m
ound of dirt

outside the tunnel and w
e’re w

ondering if she’ll dig
herself to C

hina before too long!

Som
e carers

w
onder w

hy
w

e offer a
burrow

 at all,
thinking that the
wom

bat should
do the w

ork
itself.  In the
w

ild, though, a
baby w

om
bat

w
ould never dig its ow

n burrow
 – it w

ould live w
ith

its m
um

!  Sure, it w
ould have a practice dig – and

w
e should allow

 this opportunity w
hile in care – but

w
e should never expect it to create a com

plete
burrow

 for itself.  That’s just not nice.

As carers w
e m

ust provide shelter from
 the

harsh elem
ents.  The extrem

e cold can be very
unpleasant, but rem

em
ber that a w

om
bat cannot

tolerate high heat.  Anything above 25 degrees
C

elsius can be extrem
ely distressful to a w

om
bat (it

can even kill them
) and so, w

e m
ust ensure that our

w
om

bats have a burrow
 to retreat to.

As explained above, a w
om

bat joey w
ill then

start their ow
n renovations and m

ake our silly
hum

an-w
om

bat burrow
 into a proper hom

e.

C
hilli has a long w

ay to go before release.
She’s 6kg now

 but she has to be a w
hopping 18 to

20kg before release.  In the m
ean tim

e, she’ll enjoy
her half hum

an – half w
om

bat life.  D
ow

n the track
she’ll be “de-hum

anised” but for now
 she likes her

quality tim
e w

ith her hum
an m

um
 and dad!!

A
 C

h
illi W

om
b

at U
p

d
ate

Introducing C
hilli to her new

 outside
enclosure.

C
hilli checking out her new

hom
e.

C
hilli enjoying a tickle from

 dad.
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U
niversity of N

ew
 England, Professor Fritz G

eiser,
found that m

ore than 90%
 of m

am
m

als that have
becam

e extinct in the past 500 years didn’t use
torpor.

D
uring torpor, an anim

al’s body tem
perature

drops - a dunnart w
ill go dow

n to around 15°C
 -

m
eaning a lot less food and w

ater is required to
keep it functioning.

But rew
arm

ing from
 low

 body tem
peratures

requires a lot of energy and is often thought of as
the dow

nside to the process, adds G
eiser.

“U
sing the sun to

passively w
arm

 the
body saves up to
two-thirds of the
arousal energy
costs,” he says.

W
arnecke

observed the
basking in the
deserts of Kinchega
N

ational Park in
N

ew
 South W

ales
and in the labora-
tory, w

here she
could m

ore closely
m

onitor the
dunnarts’ m

etabolic rates during torpor and
arousal.

H
ard

 to fin
d

G
eiser believes the reason this basking behav-

iour has only been identified in Australia is due to
our abundance of harsh environm

ents w
ith a lot of

sun.“Although m
any anim

als use torpor, they are
usually hard to locate and observe. If m

ore people
start looking I’m

 convinced w
e w

ill find basking
happening m

ore often and in m
any different

countries.”

O
ther m

am
m

als that go into torpor include bats,
hopping m

ice, pygm
y possum

s and echidnas

Subject: ‘critical care’ -
w

om
bats, joeys, possum

s, koalas -
D

r A
nne Fow

ler [O
Z

A
R

K
]

‘C
ritical care is produced by oxbow

 and
im

ported into this country by Specialised Anim
al

N
utrition. It is usually available from

 vets and not
directly from

 ebay (w
hich is w

here tim
othy hay and

rabbit/gp pellets can be purchased).

The reason that I have thought that critical care
would assist possum

s in particular is that possum
s

have the sam
e type of gut as our rabbits/guinea

pigs - ie
caecal
ferm

enters.
Critical
care
contains

finely
ground
hay -
w

hich is
high in fibre
and thus
prom

otes
appropriate
develop-

m
ent of norm

al caecal flora. There are other
ingredients - vitam

ins, pectins, etc.

 W
e also need to rem

em
ber that for the brushtail

possum
, up to 30%

 of the natural diet m
ay include

grasses and w
eeds (dandelion, dock, m

ilk thistle),
so this is approaching the ‘norm

al’ diet for this
species.  W

hen it is fed, it is about the consistency of
pap.It is fantastic that Sydney W

ildlife have taken up
the challenge to try  som

ething to bring w
ildlife

rehabilitation forw
ard, rather than have us

repeating the sam
e old, sam

e old for another 20
years! Even better is  the success that they appear
to have had.

W
ould critical care be good for m

acropods? That

sm
ooth

ed
-n

osed
 W

om
b

at
(V

om
b

atu
s u

rsin
u

s)
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Brett M
aunder of The N

ew
 England M

utual very
kindly drew

 the w
inning tickets in our “Pam

per
Yourself” raffle.  The results w

ere.

1st N
.C

lare ~ 2nd L W
illis ~ 3rd d C

om
m

ins ~ 4th
R

 Scheinder ~ 5th A M
egham

 ~ 6th L M
organ ~ 7th

D
 hansford

W
e w

ant to congratulate all the
w

inners and announce our next
raffle.  It is probably the best w

e
have ever offered.  W

e are
Raffling IBM

 com
puters kindly

donated by John D
onnelly. There

w
ill be 3 x first prizes in this raffle

w
ith 3 draw

 dates during  2010.

Tickets are  $1 and each  prize
is estim

ated to be w
orth $700.

D
raw

 dates;   First w
eek in April

,  August  and   D
ecem

ber 2010.

Selling Venues and D
ates ; see

new
sletters ,w

eb site or ring 1800
008 290.. W

e encourage all

Ju
lia Jill &

 B
rett M

au
n

d
er

T
h

e typ
e of ‘R

escu
e T

railer’ w
e

w
ou

ld
 lik

e to b
u

y

O
u

r n
ext R

affle
p

rize

m
em

bers to get behind our
W

ildlife G
roup and really prom

ote and sell as
m

any tickets as w
e can. *** Ticket books are

available from
 Julia and Jill The cost of looking

after our native friends are getting m
ore

expensive w
ith over6000 spent just on

‘W
om

baroo’ pow
der for joey’s. **** H

uge
thanks to John D

onnelly for donating such
great prizes.

W
e also are trying to ge t the m

oney for a
‘rescue trailer’ for m

ore disastrous events in our
region.  The N

ew
 England M

utual has already
given us $1000 tow

ards this am
bitious project. but

w
e need m

ore, up to $1500 to buy equipm
ent and

to cover running costs.

O
u

r recen
t raffle resu

lts &
an

n
ou

n
cin

g ou
r n

ext
(an

d
 b

est)  raffle.



N
ew

sletter of The N
orthern Tabllands W

ildlife C
arers

Page 7

has been the experience in the U
S. In m

y personal
observation, sick joeys prefer critical care to a bottle
of m

ilk. So, yes, it w
ould be appropriate for

m
acropods and certainly for w

om
bats as w

ell. I
have used it w

ith sick koalas and have seen som
e

incredible w
eight  gains w

hen fed w
ith supplem

en-
tary m

ilk. again, it m
akes m

ore sense than  feeding
them

 m
ashed up pum

pkin! Leaves and grass are
reasonably sim

ilar  in nutrient profiles.

 Potential uses include:

1. given around caecal colonisation tim
es in

healthy orphan possum
s, and w

hen m
ac/w

om
bat

joeys are starting to m
outh and chew

 solid foods

2. given to sick orphans to assist w
ith ‘norm

alis-
ing gut flora’ and  providing a source of easily
digestible energy - m

akes m
ore sense to  their gut

than nutrigel, for exam
ple!

3. given to sick/injured adults to either supple-
m

ent their energy intake or w
ean them

 back onto
solid food.

 Anne Fow
ler

BVSc, M
AC

VSc (Avian H
ealth, W

ildlife H
ealth)

W
ild

life T
rap

p
in

g &
 T

h
e

p
reven

tion
 of cru

elty to an
im

als
R

egu
lation

s 2008

The use of anim
als for research and teaching in

Victoria is governed by the Prevention of C
ruelty to

Anim
als Act 1986 (the PO

C
TA Act) and associated

R
egulations. Accordingly, a scientific procedures

license m
ust be held and AEC

 (Anim
al Ethics

C
om

m
ittee) approval sought for all research

activities using anim
als.

The use of free-ranging w
ildlife in research is

regulated by both the Prevention of C
ruelty to

Anim
als Act I986 and the W

ildlife Act 1975.

H
ow

 do the tw
o pieces of legislation relate to

each other and w
hat does that m

ean for AEC
s?

There is an exem
ption in the PO

C
TA Act for the

taking, collecting, banding and m
arking of w

ildlife.
The exem

ption m
eans that those specific activities

does not require licensing under the PO
C

TA Act.
These activities require a W

ildlife R
esearch

(Scientific) Perm
it, issued by the D

epartm
ent of Sus-

tainability and Environm
ent (D

SE).

Anything outside these activities (eg, taking
sam

ples, perform
ing m

inor procedures, etc) is not
exem

pt from
 the PO

C
TA Act and m

ust be carried
out under scientific procedures license and w

ith
AEC

 approval. A W
ildlife R

esearch Perm
it is still

required.

W
here does the AEC fit into this system

? W
ho

looks after the w
elfare of w

ildlife?

Despite these two different system
s for the

regulation of research on w
ildlife, both scientific

procedures licenses (BAW
) and W

ildlife R
esearch

Perm
its (D

SE) require AEC
 approval of the

projects. An AEC
’s priority in these considerations

m
ust be the w

elfare of the anim
als involved.

In D
ecem

ber 2008, new
 rules w

ere introduced
under the Prevention of C

ruelty to Anim
als

R
egulations 2008 governing the use of traps in

Victoria.

The new
 trapping R

egulations prohibit the use of
any trap not listed in the R

egulations and prescribe
the conditions of use of those that are listed.

Because of the exem
ption m

entioned above,
trapping of w

ildlife under a W
ildlife R

esearch Perm
it

E
lliot T

rap
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P
rolap

ses in
 M

arsp
ials

by L
inda D

ennisW
h

at is it?

A prolapse is w
hen part of the bow

el lining (the
m

ucosal lining) protrudes from
 the cloaca (as

pictured).  The cloaca w
ill be very sore and

sw
ollen and w

ill be quite painful for the anim
al.

H
ow

 is it cau
sed

?

There are a few
 reasons for a prolapse.

1.  the anim
al is constipated and continually

pushing, trying to pass poo;

2.  ongoing diarrhoea;

3.  over stim
ulation w

hen toileting.
H

ow
 to avoid

 it?

1.  It is vitally im
portant to ensure that the anim

al
is kept adequately hydrated w

hile in care.  For
adults, ensure that there is fresh w

ater available
daily.  For joeys, this m

ay m
ean giving w

ater bottles
in betw

een m
ilk feed bottles – rem

em
ber that the

m
ilk substitute w

e offer them
 is food and not w

ater!
This is particularly so w

ith W
om

baroo fed joeys.
W

om
baroo is a very thick m

ilk form
ula and it is

im
perative that w

ater bottles are also offered.  W
hen

using Biolac or D
i-Vetelact extra w

ater m
ay not be

required, but constant checking is needed at all
tim

es, w
hich ever form

ula is used.  O
bviously, m

ore
w

ater is required on hotter days.

2.  D
iarrhoea should never be ignored!  If the

diarrhoea can’t be stopped w
ithin 3 days then it’s

tim
e to get your anim

al off to the vets ASAP.  O
f

course, use your ow
n judgem

ent, if the diarrhoea is
severe then get to the vets sooner rather than later.

3.  W
hen toileting a m

arsupial joey you only
need soft, gentle rubbing to stim

ulate the joey into
passing w

ee and poo.  If the joey has not begun to
toilet in 30 seconds – or is not show

ing signs
that is about too (cloaca opening and
closing) -  cease toileting.

H
ow

 to treat it.

It is im
portant to ensure that the entire

cloaca area is kept w
ell lubricated during a

prolapse.

The anim
al w

ill need to be transferred to a
clean environm

ent so that dirt, etc, does not
get onto the bow

el lining.

For less severe cases sugar (fine) can be
m

ixed w
ith an oily solution (Vaseline, Paw

Paw
 O

intm
ent, Baby O

il G
el, etc) and applied to the

cloaca.  The sugar m
akes the bow

el lining contract
back in and the oily solution keeps the area
lubricated.

H
aem

orrhoid cream
 can be applied to the area.

This also shrinks the bow
el lining back into the

cloaca.

For severe prolapses, and w
hen the above

treatm
ents don’t w

ork, a vet w
ill need to anaesthe-

tise the anim
al, m

anually push the lining back into
place and then insert a stitch to keep it in place.

A prolapse should never be left for long as the
bow

el lining becom
es dry it w

ill becom
e quite difficult

to treat.  If an im
provem

ent hasn’t been seen in
around 2 hours from

 the tim
e of prolapse then

veterinary help is required ASAP.  A vet w
ill also

give an anti-inflam
m

atory, antibiotics and probably
pain m

edications for the anim
al once the stitch is in

place.

After the stitch is place, the sugar and oily
solution can be applied to help keep the bow

el
lining in place.
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is exem
pt from

 the requirem
ents of the Prevention

of C
ruelty to Anim

als R
egulations 2008. AEC

s do
not have to com

ply w
ith these R

egulations w
hen

considering applications to sim
ply trap and m

ark
w

ildlife (consistent w
ith the w

ording of the exem
ption

above).

H
ow

ever, AEC
 approval and w

ildlife research
perm

its m
ust still be consistent with

prevention of cruelty and good anim
al

w
elfare. The Bureau considers the

PO
C

TA trap R
egulations to represent a

contem
porary, evidence-based

understanding of the w
elfare im

pacts of
using traps and they w

ere form
ulated

with extensive consultation.

The Bureau w
ould advise AEC

s to
consider the provisions of the R

egula-
tions w

hen assessing trapping
protocols involving w

ildlife.

W
hen do the trapping R

egulations apply?

W
here trapping is not authorised by a W

ildlife
R

esearch Perm
it (eg, for vertebrate pest species),

the new
 trapping R

egulations apply. The AEC
 is

bound by all relevant legislation w
hen m

aking its
decision on the research proposal—

that is, they
can’t approve som

ething that is otherw
ise illegal

(under the PO
C

TA Act or any other legislation).

W
hen w

ildlife is not the target of the trapping,
AEC

s that approve trapping practices prohibited by
the R

egulations w
ill be in breach of the Australian

C
ode.

A Fact Sheet on the new
 trapping rules is

available on request from
 the Bureau of Anim

al
W

elfare.

The Prevention of C
ruelty to Anim

als Act 1986,
the W

ildlife Act 1975, and their associated R
egula-

tions can be found on the Victorian Legislation and
Parliam

entary Docum
ents website http://

www.leqislation.vic.aov.au

R
eh

yd
ration

 an
d

 P
ain

 R
eleif b

y
D

r.A
n

n
 Fow

ler on
 O

Z
A

R
K

‘Every anim
al should be rehydrated before pain

relief  (w
hatever nam

e it has) is given.

It w
as good to see the rem

inder that panadol is
toxic to livers - and thus should also not be given to
dehydrated anim

als. The liver is also a m
ajor filter

organ of the body. There w
as a paper w

here
panadol w

as used to try to kill possum
s (m

ust have
been N

Z!).

It is still not know
 w

here panadol acts in the anti-
inflam

m
atory cascade - it is not described as

providing pain relief in M
IM

S - but is indicated to
reduce fever. This m

eans that w
e do not know

 if it
harm

s the good/healing parts of the anti-inflam
m

a-
tory parts of the cascade as w

ell as the bad/painful
parts. If you look at the advertism

ents on TV,
panadol is advertised as being the treatm

ent of
headaches (aka m

ild m
eningitis).  Look harder and

you w
ill see neurofen/voltaren/etc are used for

m
usculo-skeletal pain (ie the true nsaids). If you

can diagnose an anim
al w

ith m
eningitis, you are a

better carer than I am
 currently, and I have

som
ething to learn from

 you. But I do see w
ildlife

w
ith m

usculo-skeletal pain (broken bones, bruised
m

uscles), and thus I am
 happy to use m

eloxicam
/

carprofen/tolfedine - all drugs that w
e know

 w
here

they w
ork -EXAC

TLY- in the anti-inflam
m

atory
cascade.

A
u

stralian
 w

ild
life h

osp
ital
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C
odeine has the side-effect of constipation and

sedation. The sedation m
akes you think that the

anim
al is feeling better

because it is quiet.  W
ell, an

anim
al is better w

hen it
becom

es ‘w
ild’. W

hen w
e

consider species, the
herbivores are predisposed
to this effect of the opiates.
C

onstipation can occur after
sim

ply one dose.

The trouble is that vets
and m

edicos are considering
our grass/leaf-eating w

ildlife
to be sim

ple-stom
ached

carnivores w
hen they are in

fact herbivorous. In other
w

ords, w
e should treat them

 as short-eared rabbits
of the trees, or giant guineapigs that burrow, or
w

annabe cattle trying to evolve a rum
en, not as

sm
all cats.

And yes, I do think that w
ildlife should see a vet if

it is in pain. W
ould you like a neighbour to treat you

w
ith a gall-stone/broken leg, or a trained profes-

sional?

A
 K

oel ch
ick

 in
 care, a first for

N
T

W
C

 an
d

 A
rm

id
ale.

by Julia R
ose

At first w
e thought it m

ight have been a ‘w
hite

throated nightjar’ as feather m
arkings w

ere sim
ilar.

N
ot so said Steve D

ebus, it is a juvenile Koel and
the first recorded juvenile in Arm

idale. O
K, so feed

the sam
e sort of diet  but add a bit m

ore fruit
especially figs. A w

eek after I started caring for this
one an adult w

as rescued out of bird netting in
tow

n, so koels w
ere definitely  around.

Being  a ‘cuckoo’ all the w
ay from

 N
ew

 G
uinea

they use other nesting birds to raise their young
and to be quite honest I can see w

hy. This one
w

as very noisy and dem
anding and quite

aggressive w
ith it’s hooked beak. As soon as its

feathers w
ere ready I put it into the flight aviary w

ith
the adult
koel doing
a feather
replace-
m

ent
thing.
Although
they
tolerated
each
other the
adult w

as
not
helping so
it was
released.

O
nce the young Koel could feed itself from

 fruit
on skew

ers and fly,it w
as ok to go , so w

e returned
to the rescue site  hoping m

aggies w
ouldn’t  attack it

again. W
ould you believe it, after flying onto a

branch I could hear an adult Koel close by   calling,
a sort of searching call as if looking  for a ‘ready
raised chick’. I didn’t w

ait to see w
hat happened

next…
…

 I had done m
y bit. N

ext year the chicks
w

ill be returned to adoptive parents area asap !


