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Indian M
ynas w

ere introduced
into Australia in the late 1860s to
control insects in m

arket gardens.
O

riginally w
ide spread in South

Asia, they have now
 established

over m
ost of Eastern Australia

and are spreading to other parts
of the country including D

arw
in,

Perth and Adelaide.

They have becom
e a huge

problem
 in cities and urban

centres w
here they have been

able to effectively adapt to a
range of conditions and exploit a
w

ide variety of different food
types. M

ynas also thrive in rural
landscapes w

here agricultural
activities provide them

 w
ith a

range of habitats and feeding
options. They often congregate
near cattle farm

s and dairies
w

here feedlots are readily
accessible. R

acing stables and
farm

s w
ith poultry coops are also

prim
e scavenging areas for

Indian M
ynas.

In addition to being a nuisance
in these landscapes, their
presence in ever-increasing
num

bers also threaten native

T
h

e In
d

ian
 M

yn
a C

on
trol P

roject

birds and hollow
-dw

elling anim
als

in the w
ild.

The Indian M
yna C

ontrol
Project provides education,
coordination support and traps to
local com

m
unities in northern

N
SW

 to help com
bat the Indian

M
yna Bird invasion.

This article w
ill help you to:

⌦
Identify the Indian M

yna

⌦
U

nderstand the behav-
iour and habits of Indian M

ynas

⌦
Stop the invasion in your

ow
n backyard

⌦
U

se M
yna traps

⌦
Ensure hum

ane handling
of captured birds

⌦
M

onitor and report bird
feeding and roost sites

Your local coordinator
Stephanie M

cCaffrey
sm

ccaffery@
uralla.nsw.gov.au

can help identify trapping sites,
train volunteers to use the traps
and organise the hum

ane
disposal of captured Indian
M

ynas.

If you w
ould like to report large

num
bers of Indian M

ynas or roost
locations contact your local Area
C

oordinator or
w

w
w.indianm

yna.org

Indian M
ynas are a highly

invasive species. They are
opportunistic and eat alm

ost
anything. In cities and regional
centres M

ynas congregate in
areas w

here food sources are
regularly available usually near
schools, shopping centres, parks
and sports fields.

The M
ynas scavenge for food

C
ontinued

 on page 6
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ild
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eop
le w

ork
in

g togeth
er.

W
ild

life M
eetin

gs
S

u
n

d
ay 19th

 Ju
n

e

·
R

escue coordinators m
eeting 10.30

·
Fund R

aising M
eeting M

eeting  11.15

·
Lunch 12 noon BYO

·
Talk on Indian M

ynas

·
 1PM

 G
eneral M

eeting

·
Follow

ed by;  Special general M
eeting

2pm
  to discuss constitution changes.

C
om

e along and support your organisation

Venue; Arm
idale Tree G

roup W
oodland centre

, East M
ann St. Arm

idale.

C
h

eck
 ou

t ou
r W

eb
site

at w
w

w
.n

tw
c.org.au

You can print out your

•
 M

em
bership form

•
Foster C

are report

•
M

ilk request form

•
Anim

al transfer form

•
Anim

al report form

•
You can have access to m

ost carer
organisation throughout Australia

•
H

ave access to lots of useful links for
education and help for native anim

als
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C
on

tacts for N
orth

ern
T

ab
lelan

d
 W

ild
life C

arers
(N

T
W

C
)

�
C

hairm
an  - C

olin W
ood

 0438013500
�

V
ice C

hairnan - T
ony K

arasu
las 6772 7469

 �
Secretary - D

ebbie M
acL

ean 67750202
�

M
inutes Secretary: W

end
y B

eresford
 67753747

�
T

reasurer - Julia R
ose - 1800-008290

�
T

raining O
fficer  - Ju

lie-A
nne W

illis 6733 5384
�

W
om

baroo -  K
elly Stu

m
bles 67321838

�
Publicity - C

olin W
ood

 - 67783329
�

N
W

C
 R

ep - B
rian C

hetw
ynd

 67725854
�

N
ew

sletter - C
olin W

ood
 67783329

�
A

rm
id

ale - Julia R
ose 1800-008290

�
W

end
y B

eresford
 6775-3747

�
T

am
w

orth - 6762-1232
�

T
enterfield

 - Pam
 B

rice - 6736-2462
�

 G
len Innes ̀ K

elly Stum
bles 67321838

�
Snake C

o-ord
 - R

ichard
 B

iffin - 6772-3657
W

rite to N
T

W
C

 PO
 B

ox 550A
rm

id
ale 2350

Northern Tableland W
ildlife Carers is a network of trained

volunteers licensed by NSW
 National Parks and W

ildlife
Service. W

e rescue, rehabilite and release injured, sick,
orphened & unwanted native fauna. Any assistance please ca ll
the above num

bers in your area.

M
em

bership $20 single and $25 fam
ily year for authourised

and support m
em

bers All donations over $2 are tax
deductable.

This Newsletter is designed by Colin W
ood and printed by

New England M
utual.

Telstra C
ouintry W

ide are also proud to be a sponser of
NTW

C

C
on

ten
ts

1 ~ T
he Ind

ian M
yna

C
ontrol P

roject

3 ~ W
ind

 Farm
s ~

are they a hazard
 to

our w
ild

life?

4 ~ C
o-ord

inators
corner; A

rm
id

ale.

5 ~ N
ew

 w
ebsite

m
aps koala habitats

6 ~ C
om

m
ercial

H
arvesting of

K
angaroos

7 ~ N
ew

 Pygm
y-

P
ossu

m
 C

olonies
D

iscovered

8 ~ M
agpies

9 ~ Q
uolls

10 ~
 Syd

ney W
ild

life
W

orld

10 ~ W
om

bats
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obtain funds through donations, bequests, public
appeals, special events  and from

 the corporate
sector; to pursue business interests, com

m
ercial

activities, sponsorship and other

relationships w
ith the public and private sectors;

to increase the profile of the N
orthern H

airy-
nosed W

om
bat;

to prom
ote research into the N

orthern H
airy-

nosed W
om

bat.

 The Q
ueensland Parks and W

ildlife Service is
im

plem
enting a m

ajor recovery program
 to help

save the N
orthern H

airy-nosed W
om

bat.

The N
orthern H

airy-nosed W
om

bat R
ecovery

Plan 2004-2008 details the research and m
anage-

m
ent actions required for recovery.

ResearchR
eproductive studies Population

m
onitoring Behavioural studies D

ietary studies
Trapping studies

M
anagem

entPredator controlFire
m

anagem
entPasture im

provem
ent Establish new

populations Education and inform
ation

 The W
om

bat Foundation is assisting with the

recovery program
 through its funding of research

activities and m
anagem

ent actions.
T

h
e W

om
b

at R
esearch

 C
en

tre

The W
om

bat R
esearch C

entre is a C
entral

Q
ueensland, established at R

ockham
pton Zoo in

2001, is a com
m

unity initiative to help save the
N

orthern H
airy-nosed W

om
bat.

There are tw
o m

ajor aim
s:

1. To develop assisted reproductive techniques
on the closely related Southern H

airy-nosed
W

om
bat that can be applied to the N

orthern H
airy-

nosed W
om

bat

2. To raise the profile of the N
orthern H

airy-
nosed W

om
bat by involving the com

m
unity in

prom
otional and educational activities.

To date, the W
om

bat R
esearch C

entre has been
successful in breeding 3 Southern H

airy-nosed
W

om
bats.

Tw
elve w

om
bats are kept in a system

 of artificial
burrow

s w
ith adjoining yards. The design of the

W
om

bat R
esearch C

entre enables easy access for
research purposes.

D
evelopm

ent of assisted reproductive techniques

The m
ajority of N

orthern H
airy-nosed W

om
bats

are m
ales.

C
om

e alon
g to ou

r
n

ext m
eetin

g at th
e

T
ree G

rou
p

 E
ast

m
an

n
 S

t A
rm

id
ale

19th
 Ju

n
e to d

iscu
ss

very im
p

ortan
t

ch
an

ges to ou
r

con
stitu

tion
!
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by Paul C
ruickshank of the D

ept of Environm
ent

and C
lim

ate C
hange and W

ater in Arm
idale,

Paul has had a lot of experience w
ith siting and

signing off turbines.

W
hen w

e locate and operate m
odern w

ind
turbines carefully, risk to birds and bats is m

inim
al.

As w
ith any structure, birds and bats can

potentially collide w
ith w

ind turbines. The likelihood
of collision is highly dependent on the locating and
operation of w

ind farm
s and the characteristics of

the relevant bird and bat species.

Im
pacts on birds and bats can be m

anaged by
locating w

ind turbines aw
ay from

 sensitive bird and
bat habitats, and m

igratory paths. O
perations at

w
ind farm

s can also be m
odified to m

inim
ise risks to

birds and bats. For exam
ple, operations can be

ceased at critical tim
es such as breeding or

m
igrations.

W
ind farm

 developers are required to assess the
potential im

pact of w
ind farm

s on anim
als and their

habitat as part of the stringent developm
ent

assessm
ent process. If approved, conditions of

consent require ongoing m
onitoring of anim

al
deaths by w

ind farm
 operators.

M
ore recent w

ind farm
 approvals require

proponents to m
ake m

onitoring inform
ation publicly

available and/or publish it on a dedicated project
w

ebsite. The N
SW

 R
ural W

ind Farm
s Inquiry

Com
m

ittee concluded that the conditions of consent

W
in

d
 Farm

s ~
 A

re th
ey a h

azard
 to ou

r w
ild

life?

applied to developm
ent approvals are thorough.

W
ind turbine locations can also be changed to

m
inim

ise the im
pact on birds and bats. Som

e
proposed w

ind turbine sites near Yass in
southern N

SW
 have been put on hold to allow

further study of potential im
pacts on an

endangered bat colony. These studies w
ill

determ
ine the under w

hat conditions these sites
can be utilised for w

ind turbines.

For m
ore reading see D

ow
nie C

 & M
acin-

tosh A 2006, W
ind Farm

s: the facts and the
fallacies, The Australia Institute, D

iscussion
Paper N

um
ber 91, p21-22 and the  Legislative

C
ouncil G

eneral Purpose Standing C
om

m
ittee

N
o. 5, R

ural W
ind Farm

s Inquiry, 2009, p101-103.

C
om

m
ercial H

arvestin
g

of K
an

garoos
C

om
m

ercial kangaroo harvesters are required
to com

plete a custom
ised accreditation course,

w
hich tests their know

ledge of firearm
s safety,

shooting skill and understanding of the C
ode of

Practice before KM
P w

ill consider approving a
licence. The com

m
ercial harvester to w

hom
 the

com
plaint relates successfully com

pleted his
accreditation prior to being licensed.

For com
m

ercial occupier’s licences, there is no
requirem

ent for the occupier to consult neighbour-
ing landholders in order to obtain a licence for their
privately ow

ned land. W
here a property has not

had a licence issued previously, KM
P staff verify

the property size, ow
nership and location to ensure

that a com
m

ercial occupier’s licence can be validly
issued. All these details w

ere verified prior to the
licence being issued on the property to w

hich the
com

plaint relates.
C

orrections for issue 88

  Eddie’s story w
as w

ritten by Em
m

a C
ash.  The

M
yth of the W

edge-Tailed Eagle w
as from

 Linda
dennis’ W

ildlife Newsletter
Page 10

W
om

b
ats

http://www.wom
batfoundation.com

.au/

The W
om

bat Foundation is a charitable organi-
sation set up to support activities that aim

 to bring
the N

orthern H
airy-nosed W

om
bat back from

 the
brink of extinction.

The N
orthern

H
airy-nosed

W
om

bat is one of
the world’s m

ost
endangered
species - it is
m

ore endan-
gered that the
Panda.

At last count, in
2007, there w

ere
only 138
individuals living
in a single

isolated population in C
entral Q

ueensland,
Australia.

In recent m
onths selected individuals have been

m
oved to a new

 location, the R
ichard U

nderw
ood

N
ature R

eserve at Yarran D
ow

ns, St. G
eorge

Q
ueensland. These translocations w

ill help save
the w

om
bat from

 further decline.

You can help us save these m
ysterious crea-

tures by getting involved, joining or donating to the
foundation or you can buy w

om
bat stuff (com

ing
soon!).

The W
om

bat Foundation w
as incorporated in

2004 as a not-for-profit public com
pany.

O
n 30 June 2005, the Foundation w

as entered
onto the R

egister of Environm
ental O

rganisations,
enabling donations to be tax deductible.

The objects of The W
om

bat Foundation are:  to
assist, financially or otherw

ise, in the recovery and
preservation of the  N

orthern H
airy-nosed W

om
bat,

one of Australia’s m
ost endangered m

am
m

als;  to

Linda D
ennis N

TW
C

 m
em

ber

gestation period of about three w
eeks, the tiny

quolls are born and latch onto their m
other’s teats.

O
nly the spotted-tailed quoll has a true pouch; in

the other species the young are protected by
shallow

 folds of skin around the teats, and as they
grow

 larger they dangle from
 the m

other’s belly.
The young leave the nipple som

etim
e betw

een 6 to
9 w

eeks, and are then left in the m
other’s den and

nurtured until fully w
eaned.   They leave the nest at

about 18 to 24 w
eeks of age.

Q
uolls have short life spans, and reach sexual

m
aturity at one year of age. The sm

aller quolls only
live an average of 2 years, w

hile the larger
spotted-tailed quoll lives about 4 to 5 years.

Excerpt from
 Australia’s threatened plants and

anim
als, Endangered Species U

nit, Aust C
onser-

vation Agency

S
yd

n
ey W

ild
life W

orld
http://
sydneyw

ildlifew
orld.m

yfun.com
.au/ is a

new
ly opened

 w
ild

life sanctu
ary right

on D
arling H

arbou
r in Syd

ney,
show

casing A
u

stralia’s u
niqu

e and
bizarre flora and

 fau
na.

C
om

e and visit over 6,000 anim
als

living in their nine natural habitats and
eco system

s. Take a w
alk on the w

ild
side w

ith the yellow
-footed rock

w
allabies, m

ajestic cassow
aries and

m
eet A

ustralia’s cutest national icon, the
koala! Y

ou can join Sydney W
ildlife

W
orld and help in the conservation of

these incredible anim
als and

environm
ents.

T
here are alw

ays new
 and exciting

experiences to be had at Sydney
W

ildlife W
orld, no m

atter w
hat tim

e of
day you choose to visit. So com

e dow
n

to D
arling H

arbour and m
eet Sydney’s

new
est residents!
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 C
o-ord

in
ators  corn

er;
A

rm
id

ale

W
e are now

 entering the ‘joey season’ so do
hope som

e new
 ‘m

um
s’ w

ill put their hands up to
enjoy this am

azing experience and privilege. I am
sure lots of you w

ill m
ake it to the ‘ not to be

m
issed’ Basic C

are day w
ith Julie and G

ary
in Arm

idale on Sunday 29th M
ay.

This season w
e have had m

any Koala
sighting reports and a couple have needed
relocating thanks yet again to Tony w

ho is
prepared to gather up these not so cudly
anim

als. N
ot all have m

ade it due to illness but
it still am

azes m
e how

 m
any rock around tow

n
and enjoy the healthy N

icholli gum
 trees

planted along streets and in parks. Soon I
expect Arm

idale w
ill rival G

unnedah as a
Koala city.

Possum
s have also kept us buisy w

ith hom
e

ow
ners requesting help to evict from

 heaters and
fireplaces. W

hat a relief it is to have Josh R
olff (N

.E.
pest m

anagem
ent services)  getting into ceilings to

trap if necessary...... he fits through m
an holes

better than w
e do.  H

e is also able to obtain nest
boxes from

 the Arm
idale M

ens shed so a new
hom

e is available w
ithin the territory. D

i’s hand

reared possum
 joeys have a new

 hom
e and a

w
onderful habitat to explore .

Echidnas; one had a snout fracture after a car
clipped it, quite unfixable so it w

as a sad
end for a beautiful anim

al. Several
otheres have had to be rem

oved from
back gardens and frantic dogs.

M
acropods hit by cars are a

depressing part of the w
ork w

e do to
prevent suffering  by euthanasing asap.
O

ften they craw
l off the road and lie

there for days before being sighted and
reported. Thankyou to Tony for doing
this job , w

e know
 this part is the w

orst.
W

e are grateful Adrian is now
 available

to cover the U
ralla area.

Birds; I enjoy caring for w
ild birds as

they have a m
uch better survival rate

and  w
e have had quite a variety com

e in recently.
M

ostly w
ith im

pact injuries , either hit by car or flying
into w

indow
s. R

ecently I  have had an olive

backed oriole, a satin bow
er-bird and a koel. All

liked to hide and eat a variety of foods but have
recovered and are free again. The koel required a
lift to Brisbane to assist his recovery in a w

arm
er

clim
ate. I m

ust be doing som
ething right at last  as I

have even m
anaged to release 2 kingfishers w

ho
are usually very stressed in care and never m

ake
it. Then there have been Taw

nies +.These are

Page 9

of fresh soil or m
ature com

post. The ideal aviary is
around 3m

 long w
ith a num

ber of sturdy branches
for the bird to roost on and fly from

. A w
eather-proof

shelter is needed and a shallow
 bird bath is

advisable.

If the young bird has been rem
oved from

 the
hom

e territory or the parents have left, you w
ill

need to becom
e the parent and feed it several tim

es
per day.

Releasing birds. M
agpies should be released

as soon as they have com
pleted treatm

ent, can fly
w

ell and are foraging for them
selves. Taking them

back to their hom
e territory w

ill give the best chance
of survival. If this is not possible, housing a group of
young m

agpies together in an outdoor aviary m
ay

allow
 them

 to becom
e accepted by the resident

group over a period of tim
e. Adult birds m

ay even
begin feeding them

 and they can be released as a
group w

ith m
inim

al bullying from
 the dom

inant birds.
Som

e young birds w
ill hang around the garden of

their care-giver after release. These w
ill need

supplem
entary feeding (use the alternative form

ula
for adult birds) for indefinite periods until they get
their ow

n territory.Q
u

olls
Four types (or species) of quolls occur in

Australia: the eastern, spotted-tailed and northern
quolls and the chuditch. M

ost parts
of Australia w

ere once inhabited
by at least one quoll species and
they w

ere am
ong the first native

anim
als to be described by

scientists.

C
aptain C

ook collected quolls
along the east coast in 1770 and
recorded ‘quoll’ as an Aboriginal
nam

e for these anim
als.

Q
uolls are m

edium
 to large

sized m
arsupials w

ith a pointed
snout and a long tail. They have
brow

n to black fur covered in
distinctive white spots, and cream

to w
hite fur on their bellies.

They are lively and som
etim

es aggressive
anim

als, w
ith bright eyes, a m

oist pink nose and
m

any sharp teeth. Q
uolls are m

ainly carnivorous
(flesh-eating) and prey on a variety of anim

als.
Q

uolls also eat carrion and som
etim

es scavenge
around cam

psites and rubbish bins.

Like m
any m

arsupials, quolls are m
ainly active at

night, although spotted tail quolls som
etim

es forage
and bask in the sunshine during the day. Q

uolls
tend to be solitary and m

ove around at night w
ithin

their hom
e ranges.

An interesting feature of quoll behaviour is their
use of shared latrine (toilet) sites. These are located
in open spaces such as rock ledges have up to
100 droppings piled up. Q

uolls m
ay also use latrine

sites for m
arking their territory and for other social

functions.

They shelter and breed in dens w
hich they build

in hollow
 logs, tree lim

bs, rocky crevices and earth
burrow

s. They som
etim

es share their dens w
ith

other quolls, and m
ay also use m

ore than one den.

M
ale quolls travel w

idely during the breeding
season, w

ith m
ating occurring betw

een M
ay and

August.

Fem
ales have litters of up to six offspring. After a
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N
ew

 w
eb

site m
aps

koala h
ab

itats
B

y environm
ent reporter Sarah C

larke

The new
 m

ap w
ill help local com

m
unities record

koala sightings (AAP: D
ave H

unt)

A w
ebsite has been launched to help com

m
uni-

ties protect Australia’s koala populations.

The Australian Koala Foundation (AKF) has
spent 25 years surveying m

ore than 2,000 field
sites around the country, from

 as far north as
C

airns dow
n to Adelaide.

R
esidents w

ill now
 be able to use the

www.savethekoala.com
 site to access detailed

online m
apping to identify if their local area is hom

e
to koalas.

“That’s going to give the com
m

unity great clarity
w

hen they are trying to protect their ow
n piece of

private land from
 any threat - coal seam

 gas, coal,
logging developm

ent,” AKF C
EO

 D
eborah Tabart

said.“At the m
om

ent they are alw
ays stym

ied because
they don’t have the scientific data.”

The koala currently has no protection under

national laws.

“The AKF has been trying to get the koala listed
for m

ore than 25 years and w
e’ve been stym

ied by
that,” M

s Tabart said.

“N
ow

 the com
m

unities are going to tell govern-
m

ents that w
e’re going to do it ourselves, but I am

still hoping w
e can get a listing and soon.”

absolutley m
y favorite birds and each one has such

a different personality. The 4 chicks   have been
succesfully released at D

inner Flat thanks to H
arold

and have the best chance of a good life. Boss (
pictured) has recovered from

 chest injuries , Fluff
w

ill need m
ore tim

e to sort out feathers dam
aged by

barbed w
ire but can fly w

ell. Then there is Tess.
Am

azingly her eyesight is returning …
... she is so

beautiful w
e couldn’t put her dow

n and it is exciting
to see the recovery. You w

ill m
eet Tess at the Bird

training day w
hich Kelly and I w

ill be doing in June.
Please com

e , w
e need to have m

ore bird carers .

U
ntil then …

...........Julia
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conditions casualties are high for this group.

In N
ew

 England m
ost m

agpies nest betw
een

Septem
ber and N

ovem
ber. Fledglings leave the

nest after one m
onth, learning to fly by flapping

increasing distances from
 branch to branch.

Parents feed them
 for a few

 w
eeks until they

becom
e com

petent fliers, but casualties from
 cars

and foxes are high. The young do not breed until
they have secured a territory w

ith
sufficient pasture and suitable nest
trees, usually at around the age
of four. U

p to six eggs m
ay be

layed in a stick nest during the
breeding season. Both the egg
laying and hatching are stag-
gered. All chicks that hatch have a
good chance of survival as the
parents don’t favour the older or
stronger chicks. By autum

n the
young are expelled from

 the
hom

e range to becom
e a part of

the groups w
ithout a perm

anent
territory.
C

arin
g for m

agp
ies

Im
m

ature birds found on the ground are
probably still being fed by parents. If you can,
just pick them

 up and put them
 back in a nearby

tree. After a rest in the shade they w
ill probably fly

back to the nest tree. The fam
ily group w

ill accept
them

 readily. If this does not w
ork you m

ay have to
m

ove the im
m

ature bird into an aviary to protect it
from

 foxes and cats. W
here the aviary is near the

nesting territory, the parent bird w
ill often continue to

feed the youngster and all you w
ill have to provide

is a shallow
 bow

l for w
ater. ~ C

heck that the bird
know

s w
here the w

ater is by gently dipping its beak
in the w

ater. Then sprinkle a little bran on the
surface and drop in a m

oth to attract the birds’
attention. Secure the w

ater bow
l from

 overturning
by adding heavy stones to the centre. Provide
clean w

ater daily. An aviary w
ith a grass base is

ideal for encouraging the young bird to forage for
insects. Aviaries w

ith cem
ent floors have good

predator security, but you need to add a shovel full

M
agp

ies
B

y Jenny D
rew

itt

M
agpies are one of the icons of rural Australia

thanks to their distinctive song. These songs help
them

 m
aintain their territory. Feeding and keeping

their territory free from
 strange m

agpies and
predator birds like haw

ks occupies their tim
e.

Interlopers are chased aw
ay w

ith loud squaw
ks

often by several birds acting as a team
. This m

akes
the territory safer for sm

all birds.

M
agpies not only live in the Australian bush, they

have adapted to life in farm
land and rural tow

ns by
changing their behaviour to suit new

 environm
ents.

U
rban birds have learnt to ignore people and use

sm
aller territories com

pared to the bush living birds.
They have learned to incorporate som

e of our left
overs into their diet and hunt the abundant insects
in our w

ell-w
atered gardens. They are intelligent

problem
 solvers like the rest of their fam

ily the
butcher birds and curraw

ongs w
ho have also

adapted to urban life.

The black backed form
 is found in m

ost areas of
Australia. This black backed form

 can be easily
identified as the fem

ales have a grey neck nape.
Identification can difficult in areas w

here the range
of the black backed type overlaps those of the w

hite
backed form

. H
ybrids w

ith interm
ediate colour

patterns occur.



N
ew

sletter of The N
orthern Tabllands W

ildlife C
arers
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scraps near picnic areas and
rubbish bins. They w

ill also take
pet food and bird seed from
backyards in residential areas. In
rural areas they feed on stock
feed, grain, pellets and com

post.
They foul on the backs of

livestock and contam
inate feed

bins. They also leave an
unsightly m

ess in sheds and
stables w

here they roost.

M
ynas can often be seen on

pow
er lines and in open grassy

areas w
here they hunt for insects

and w
orm

s. They congregate in
large num

bers in roost trees,
m

aking a loud chattering noise
and leaving droppings every-
w

here. Apart from
 the reduced

aesthetics, clean-up costs can be
quite significant. M

ynas can alsoim
-

pact on hum
an health, as they

are carriers of bird m
ite and m

ay
harbour avian diseases such as
psittacosis and salm

onellosis.

Indian M
ynas are m

essy birds
and nest in tree hollow

s, palm
s

and under roofs in sheds and
houses. They evict
anim

als and birds from
their nests, attack
chicks of other species
and breed in tree
hollow

s rendering
them

 unusable by
other w

ildlife. This is of
particular concern, as
tree hollow

s have
becom

e an increas-
ingly lim

ited resource for m
any

native anim
als.

M
ynas are w

ell adapted to
Australian conditions and breed
quickly.

Ind
ian M

yna in flight ~
w

hite patches on w
ings are a

significant sign.

C
ontinued

 from
 page 1

Trapping alone w
ill not keep

the Indian M
ynas under control.

M
ynas thrive w

here there is easy
access to food. You can reduce
their available food source in the
follow

ing w
ays:

Leaving out seed and other
food for native
birds will attract
Indian M

ynas
and they w

ill
quickly dom

inate
your garden.
M

ynas w
ill totally

exclude all other
birds and in the
long term

 you m
ay

be left w
ith a

garden full of Indian M
ynas. If

you see M
ynas at your bird

feeder or in your garden refrain
from

 putting out bird seed until
M

ynas have left the area.

Planting a w
ide range of local

native plant species in your
garden w

ill provide a diversity of
habitats for native birds. Indian
M

ynas prefer foraging in areas
w

ith a clear understorey.
G

ardens w
ith a reduced law

n
area containing a m

ixture of
native trees, shrubs and herbs,
especially w

ith a dense
understorey, w

ill attract a variety
of birdlife w

ithout providing
suitable habitats for M

ynas.

Feed pets inside, or if that is not
possible, put pet food inside
during the day.

Ensure chicken and duck pens
are M

yna proof. Feed poultry
inside a secured area.

W
hen feeding goats or horses,

it is best to stay with the anim
als

w
hile they are feeding and clean

up spilled or leftover pellets or
grain. Also bag m

anure around
stables and cover com

post
heaps.

M
ynas nest in tree hollow

s,
roofs, exotic trees and the dead
fronds of palm

s. You can reduce
their available habitat in the
follow

ing w
ays:

Block holes in roofs and eaves.

Keep palm
s w

ell trim
m

ed. Avoid
planting clum

ps of exotic species
such as C

ocos Palm
 (C

ocos p/
um

osa), Slash Pine (P/nus el/iot/
i), R

adiata Pine (Pinus radiata)
and U

m
brella Tree (Schefflera
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N
ew

 P
ygm

y-P
ossu

m
C

olon
ies D

iscovered

Thankfully w
e

have had som
e good new

s on the Pygm
y Possum

front. The possum
 is one of our m

ost appealing yet
vulnerable native creatures.N

PW
S rangers and

volunteers recently surveyed Kosciuszko N
ational

Park in search of pygm
y possum

s, and discovered
a rew

arding num
ber of these tiny anim

als. This w
as

a top effort by our intrepid team
, w

ho battled
record-breaking rain, fierce w

inds and late snow
on their m

ission.R
anger M

el Schroder and D
r

Linda Broom
e report that 8 possum

s w
ere found at

M
t Blue C

ow, up from
 5 last year. Better still, 7 of

these w
ere new

 fem
ales w

ith pouch young. The
team

 also discovered 3 new
 m

ountain pygm
y

possum
 colonies at m

uch low
er altitudes than other

populations - suggesting that the species is m
ore

adaptable to w
arm

er tem
peratures than previously

thought.Last sum
m

er, the N
PW

S ‘Find it and Fix it’
conservation program

 trapped and rem
oved feral

cats and foxes, w
hich prey on this endangered

species, from
 pygm

y possum
 habitat at M

t Blue
C

ow. The planting of 400 m
ountain plum

 pines -
som

e of the possum
’s favourite food - is also

helping to restore im
portant habitat for these tiny

anim
als.The N

PW
S, together w

ith the U
niversity of

N
SW

 and the Foundation for N
ational Parks and

W
ildlife, is developing a captive breeding program

to brighten the future of this species.

actinophylla), as these are all preferred Indian
M

yna roosting trees.

Bird m
ite infestations can cause severe itching

and rashes - if you have a M
yna nest in your roof,

gutters, a backyard tree or a bird
box in your garden, you should
destroy it before the eggs hatch.
Put the nest in a garbage bag in
your garbage bin. W

ear gloves
w

hen handling M
yna Birds and

their nests.

The aim
 of trapping is to

reduce the Indian M
yna

population, thereby reducing
the threat to native birds and anim

als.
R

educing the existing Indian M
yna population by

trapping requires the hum
ane handling of all

captured birds. Everyone w
ho participates in

trapping m
ust adopt the anim

al w
elfare protocol.

P
eeG

ee’s M
yn

a T
rap

Traps are designed

toe
x

p
lo

it
M

yna behav-
iour. O

ne exam
ple

is The PeeG
ee’s

M
yna Trap, a double-

cham
bered w

ire trap
w

hich is suitable for use in backyards and gardens.
It has proved to be successful in Indian M

yna
trapping program

s across N
SW

.

Talk to your local Project C
oordinator for

inform
ation on borrow

ing a trap, or to obtain the
PeeG

ee’s Trap construction plan availalbe from
C

olin W
ood turton37@

bigpond.com
 . The step by

step instructions are easy to follow
 and the m

aterials
required to build your ow

n trap are inexpensive.


