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K
oala R

escu
e A

ssist b
y U

n
iversity stu

d
en

ts
By Tony Karasulas

In the last few
 w

eeks there
have been a few

 koala rescues,
and I have spent m

ore tim
e up

trees than I w
ould w

ish. I even
ended up in the papers
tw

ice for koala rescues!
M

ost w
ere not very

public, though. Last
W

ednesday I got a call
from

 Julia at around
10pm

 about a koala
w

ith joey w
ho had

been hit by a car. N
ot

surprisingly finding
exactly the right tree in
the dark took lots of
tim

e and torchlight. But
suddenly, there w

as a
large koala-shaped
bum

p at the foot of a tree. I
approached quietly, as I w

anted
to catch her before she could
clim

b out of reach. H
er joey w

as
on her back, and I tried to get a
blanket over them

 both. Although
injured she did try hard to evade
the cooking pot she thought I had
planned for her, and it w

as w
ith

lots of ring-a-ring-a-rosey around
the tree trunk and hissing and

spitting (her too) and finally a
one-leg tug of w

ar before I
bagged m

um
. Bub had m

ean-
w

hile de-bussed and run up the
tree. D

am
n!

N
ow

 this tree w
as right in front

of St. Alberts C
ollege at U

N
E, and

w
ith all the ruckus w

e w
ere

m
aking a voice boom

ed out of the
dark asking w

hat the heck w
as

going on. W
ithin m

inutes I had 7
helpful if slightly inebriated uni
students helping m

e. “It’s m
y 21st”

a fem
ale voice said. “H

appy
birthday”, I said, “here, hold this
pouch.” A fellow

 called ‘M
ars’ said

he w
as great at clim

bing and w
as

up that trunk like a professional
m

onkey. As the joey w
as on thin

outer branches the only w
ay w

e
w

ere going to get the little dude
dow

n w
as to shake

him
 loose. Som

eone
brought a sheet out
and w

e got a first
year student on each
corner, and this w

as
held sem

i-taught
under the joey’s
position. Then ‘M

ars’
started shaking the
branch. Slow

ly the
little guy slipped
dow

n and finally off
the branch and into
the sheet, all neat

and tidy. I can’t thank these
cheerful students enough,  as
w

ithout their help the Joey w
ould

not have been rescued easily.
They sure did seem

 to  enjoy
helping the baby koala out!

U
nfortunately during the night

m
um

, w
ho w

as a big healthy lady,
succum

bed to the internal injuries

Joey w
ith deceased m

um

C
ontinued on page 3
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*** T
icket books are

available from
 Julia

w
ho look forw

ard to
lots of helpers to
m

ake this out best
raffle ever. F

unds
are desperately
needed
tocover
w

om
baroo

m
ilks w

hich are such
a big help for all our w

onderful joey m
um

s .
**** H

uge thanks to John D
onnelly for

donating such great prizes. D
raw

 date 2
nd

D
ecem

ber’
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N
orthern Tableland W

ildlife C
arers is a netw

ork of trained
volunteers licensed by N

SW
 N

ational Parks and W
ildlife Service.

W
e rescue, rehabilite and release injured, sick, orphened &

unw
anted native fauna. Any assistance please call the above

num
bers in your area.

M
em

bership $20 single and $25 fam
ily year for authourised

and support m
em

bers All donations over $2 are tax deductable.

This N
ew

sletter is designed by C
olin W

ood and printed by
N

ew
 England C

redit U
nion.

Telstra C
ouintry W

ide are also proud to be a sponser of
NTW

C
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This garden w
as the w

inner of the N
orthern

N
SW

 “Sustainable G
ardening C

hallenge 2008”,
Keep Australia Beautiful NSW

. .

For m
any years w

e enjoyed our farm
 house

garden w
hich included a few

 natives and m
any

exotics from
 violets to poplars, largely the gifts or

“pass-ons” from
 fam

ily and friends. About five years
ago w

e sold our sheep stud, retained 45 breeding
cow

s, and
increased
our efforts in
helping
native
anim

als.

It soon
becam

e
clear that w

e had created a little exotic oasis in the
m

iddle of eucalypt grassland. The plants w
ere not

supporting m
uch m

ore than noisy m
iners. W

e also
needed a source of food for the native anim

als in
our care.

So fences w
ere m

oved out, built-up planting
beds prepared, and lots of native plants w

ere
purchased from

 the Arm
idale Tree G

roup and the
local branch of the Australian Plant Society. C

oarse
sand as a m

ulch allow
s every drop of w

ater to soak
in and w

eeds becam
e m

uch easier to rem
ove. W

e
soon learnt about m

icroclim
ate, logs to re-direct frost

and shade houses w
hich could extend the range of

plants w
hich w

ould survive our harsh clim
ate.

Poplars, w
hich w

ere too friendly w
ith the drainage

pipes anyw
ay, cam

e dow
n and very soon w

e felt
the garden
reconnecting with
the surrounding
countryside.

Q
uite by

accident the
garden has
developed into
four distinct areas:

·1
The entrance area has been densely

planted and pathw
ays covered in w

oodchip. A w
ide

range of nam
ed species are represented and

about 800 varieties or species fill the area.

·2
The north garden has been developed to

cope w
ith house surplus w

ater in an environm
ental

w
ay. D

ry creek beds are surrounded by
grasslands, lilies, sedges and grass trees. Sm

all
pieces of history and ceram

ic sculptures are
scattered through the area. A background of
m

allees w
ill enhance the connection w

ith the
surrounding paddocks already filled w

ith lots of box
and red gum

s.

·3
A special interest in C

asuarina has
prom

pted the developm
ent of an arboretum

 and
includes species from

 m
any States; som

e ground
covers all the w

ay up to the fam
iliar oaks w

e see
along rivers.
This area
connects to a
corridor
joining to Yina
N

ature
R

eserve,
w

hich adjoins
the eastern
side of “C

arw
ell”.

·4
Finally there is the original house garden

area w
hich still contains m

any exotics. They blend
so w

ell w
ith natives such as C

orrea and C
row

ea
and the original garden beds against the house
provide great shelter for som

e special species.

Even though m
any plants are still in early

grow
th, the birds have already increased in

num
ber. This is not a garden w

ith m
ature

trees, straight borders or neat plantings. It is
a garden very m

uch in its early stage of
developm

ent and a com
plim

ent w
ould be for

a visitor to say that they look forw
ard to

visiting again in a few
 years tim

e.

Julia and Phil R
ose, Arm

idale, June 2008

“C
arw

ell’s” O
p

en
 G

ard
en
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she had sustained in the accident. The little joey
chap w

as fortunately in top nick and undam
aged,

and is in foster care now
 w

ith D
enise of “W

IR
ES”

U
ralla. And w

hat a little charm
er he is too! Such a

privilege to get to m
eet the little m

an, and such a
sadness to lose his beautiful m

um
.

Joey being looked after
at W

IR
E

S U
ralla

C
ontinued from

 page 1
E

fforts T
o S

ave W
orld

’s
R

arest M
arsu

p
u

ral are
P

ayin
g O

ff
Tw

o tiny populations of the w
orld’s rarest

m
arsupial - the G

ilbert’s potoroo - are thriving, w
ith

conservation efforts to save the critically endan-
gered anim

al paying off. G
ilbert’s potoroos are

sm
all rat kangaroos, w

hich bear som
e

resem
blance to bandicoots. They have a

densely furred body, and long hind feet w
ith long,

curved claw
s on the front feet that they use to dig

for food. Since the discovery of the only know
n w

ild
population, w

hich w
as about 40-strong, at Tw

o
Peoples Bay N

ature R
eserve near Albany in 1995,

the G
ilbert’s potoroo has been the subject of a

recovery.

Betw
een 2005 and 2007, the D

epartm
ent of

Environm
ent and C

onservation translocated ten
potoroos from

 the original colony at Tw
o Peoples

Bay to predator-free Bald Island, as insurance
against the loss of the tiny m

ainland population.

Earlier this year, nine potoroos w
ere released

into a specially built 380ha enclosure in
W

aychinicup N
ational Park, 25km

 east of Albany,
w

ith six of the anim
als com

ing from
 Bald Island and

three from
 Tw

o Peoples Bay.

 D
r Tony Friend, the principal research scientist

at W
estern Australia’s Departm

ent of Environm
ent

and C
onservation, said the latest m

onitoring trip to
Bald Island had revealed a thriving population of
potoroos.

‘D
uring the tw

o-w
eek trip, w

e captured 49 adult
or young independent potoroos, nine of w

hich
w

ere original founder anim
als, w

hich is a big
increase over the previous record in N

ovem
ber

last year, w
hen 29 independent potoroos w

ere
captured,’

D
r Friend said. ‘The condition of the anim

als w
as

good and 12 of the 19 fem
ales captured w

ere

P
otaroo look

ed
 after b

y
C

arm
el C

ow
an

C
on

tin
u

ed
 on
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Taronga is offering up to $50,000 in the
Taronga G

reen G
rant/s to fund the best and m

ost
innovative project to inspire Australian com

m
uni-

ties to live m
ore sustainably and have a positive

im
pact on our w

ildlife.

The w
orld’s top m

inds agree that if w
e all keep

using resources at the current rate, the earth w
ill

not be able to sustain our
populations. Top scientists
already conclude that one
third of species on the planet
could be extinct by 2050.

The Taronga C
onservation

Society Australia is looking for
w

holly original and innovative
ideas to transform

 local com
m

unities and inspire
people around the globe to em

brace change.

W
e don’t just w

ant you to just have the idea; w
e

w
ant to help you put it into action!

W
ith the Taronga G

reen G
rants, together, w

e
can help hum

ans and w
ildlife share the planet into

the future.

Exam
ples of the types of innovation w

e’re
looking for include:

·
Earth H

our: by dem
onstrating how

 easy
reducing your footprint can be –
w

w
w.earthhour.org.au

·
C

lean U
p Australia D

ay: by reducing the
risk of devastating pollution in natural areas -
w

w
w.cleanup.org.au

E
ver h

ad
 an

 id
ea

th
at cou

ld
 ch

an
ge

th
e w

orld
?

Y
our G

iant L
e
ap for W

ild
life

·Act4N
ature: by providing clear, action oriented

m
essages on how

 people can act for a better
future - w

w
w.act4nature.org.au

All applications m
ust be subm

itted electronically
to:  D

r. R
ebecca Spindler

M
anager, R

esearch and C
onservation

Program
s

Taronga C
onservation Society Australia

rspindler@
zoo.nsw.gov.au

“All w
e have to do

to destroy the planet’s
clim

ate ... and leave a
ruined w

orld to our
children and
grandchildren is to
keep doing exactly
w

hat w
e are doing

today, w
ith no grow

th
in the hum

an population or the w
orld econom

y.
Just continue to release greenhouse gases at
current rates ... and the w

orld in the latter part of
this century w

on’t be fit to live in. But, of course,
hum

an activities are not holding at current levels -
they are accelerating, dram

atically ... At current
rates of grow

th, the w
orld econom

y w
ill double in

size in a m
ere fourteen years.”

Jam
es G

ustave Speth, the D
ean of the School

of Forestry and Environm
ental Studies at Yale

U
niversity

“…
 over the next forty to ninety years hum

anity
w

ill exceed - in all probability by around 100 per
cent - the capacity of Earth to supply our needs.”

Tim
 Flannery, N

ow
 or never: a sustainable

future for Australia? Q
uarterly Essay, Sep 1, 2008
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u
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d
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 for n
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an

im
als

•
R

ead
 th
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d

 old
er issu
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of you

 n
ew

sletter
•

S
ee lots of p

h
otos of an

im
als in

care an
d

 th
ose th

at h
ave b

een
 released

•
L

ots of stu
ff to h

elp
 you

 care for
ou

r n
ative an

im
als

•
C

h
eck

 ou
t th

e sn
ak

es in
 ou

r area
an

d
 see w

h
ich

 are n
on

; p
artly or very

ven
em

ou
s

•
L

eave a m
essage for ou

r
com

m
ittee

In
 fu

tu
re, to save on

 p
ostage an

d
 p

ap
er

w
e w

ill b
e sen

d
in

g ou
t em

ails w
ith

 th
e

w
eb

site ad
d

ress of th
e latest n

ew
sletter

to all w
h

o h
ave in

tern
et access.

P
lease register you

 em
ail ad

d
ress w

ith
C

olin
 at tu

rton
37@

b
igp

on
d

.com

N
ative an

im
al art

p
rin

ts are
availab

le from
G

erh
ard

 K
ortn

er,
for $20 ,

p
h

on
e 6771 2436.”
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The Echidna (or affectionately know
n as the

Spiny Anteater) is a prim
itive m

am
m

al. It lives in
both Australia and N

ew
 G

uinea.

It is a solitary anim
al that burrow

s. W
hen it is

attacked, the echidna w
ill burrow

 into the ground or
curl itself into a ball using its spines as a m

ethod of
defence against the predator. The echidna’s spines
cover the top of its body. Echidna’s have long
sharp claw

s on their feet, and are approxim
ately

35-50 cm
s long w

ith a 10cm
 long tail. Their nose is

very sensitive, they use this to find food, then they
use their long sticky tongue to catch ants, w

orm
s

and other such insects. Echidna’s w
eigh on

average betw
een 2 to 7 kilogram

s.

Fem
ale echidna’s lay a single egg in their pouch.

After ten days, the egg hatches and a puggle (baby
echidna) is born. They are born blind and hairless,
and consum

e m
ilk from

 a gland w
ithin the pouch.

After an average of four w
eeks, the puggle

develops sharp spines, and m
ust leave the pouch.

T
h

e E
ch

id
n

a
Frog Facts

Frogs belong to a class of anim
als called

am
phibians. Am

phibians include frogs, toads,
new

ts, salam
anders and caecilians. Frogs are

Australia’s only native am
phibian Frogs play an

im
portant role in the food w

eb m
aintaining the

delicate balance of nature. There are estim
ated to

be over 200 different frog species in Australia –
over 40 of these are considered threatened. O

ver
25%

 of Australia’s frog species habitat is in the W
et

Tropics W
orld H

eritage rainforest on the north east
coast of Q

ueensland. O
ur frog species are under

threat from
 pollution and pesticides, habitat loss and

degradation, clim
ate change, introduced species

and disease. M
agnificent Tree Frog

Am
phibian R

esearch C
entre - http://frogs.org.au/

Frogs of Australia - http://frogs.org.au/frogs/ Frogs
Australia N

etw
ork - www.frogsaustralia.net.au/frogs

B
ou

n
tifu

l B
u

tterflies
A central Q

ueensland entom
ologist says the unseasonal rainfall is responsible for an explosion in

butterfly num
bers in the M

ackay and W
hitsunday regions. Thousands of blue tiger butterflies have been

seen flying en m
asse through the area after m

ore than 150 m
illim

etres of rain fell in one day last w
eek.

This phenom
enon is not unexpected after a significant rainfall event.

Australian insects quite often don’t go into hibernation, but  instead they go into w
hat is called aestivation,

in w
hich they get up to the pupa stage of their life cycle. Then they go into a sort of suspended anim

ation
and just sit there until there’s som

e significant event in the environm
ent that triggers them

 to continue their
developm

ent.
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T
h

e G
rey H

ead
ed

Flyin
g-fox

 Listed as VU
LN

ER
ABLE under the N

SW
Threatened Species Act since 4 th M

ay 2001

W
hen Europeans cam

e to Australia they bought
w

ith them
 the idea that any sort of bat w

as evil.
Throughout the 19

th and 20
th centuries people

killed Flying-foxes in their thousands as w
ell as a lot

of other native anim
als such as the W

edge Tailed
Eagle, Kites, Falcons, Possum

s,Koalas, D
ingoes

and m
any m

ore.

Because Flying-foxes are seen in large
num

bers som
e find it hard to believe they they are

vulnerable but the fact rem
ains that their num

bers

are decreasing .

W
e have several species of Flying-fox in

Australia and it is im
possible to tell the difference

betw
een G

reys and Blacks w
hen they fly out at

night. W
hen a colony is occupied in this area then

another is em
pty. Flying-foxes travel large

P
otaroo look

ed
 after b

y C
arm

el
C

ow
an
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carrying pouch young, w
hile three others w

ere
suckling young out of the pouch.’D

r Friend said a
survey in m

id-M
ay revealed eight of the nine

anim
als introduced into the predator-proof fenced

enclosure at W
aychinicup N

ational Park had
survived.

“U
nfortunately, w

e lost one young m
ale, w

hich
had been rescued at Tw

o Peoples Bay and hand-
reared after becom

ing separated from
 his m

other,
as he apparently had trouble finding food,” he
said.O

ne of the recaptured Bald Island fem
ales at

W
aychinicup had a young anim

al in its pouch,
w

hich w
ould have been conceived in the fenced

enclosure, and this is an extrem
ely positive sign

that the anim
als are adapting w

ell to their new
environm

ent.

O
ver the next few

 w
eeks w

e w
ill be trapping

extensively inside the enclosure to locate the
potoroos and record the vegetation types they
have settled in, to help us gain a better idea of the
range of habitat types that G

ilbert’s potoroos can
live in and help us select future release areas on
the m

ainland.’
Page 12

B
C

R
C

 C
u

rren
t staffin

g
W

e are a very sm
all group of dedicated people

(5 individuals) doing a m
am

m
oth job; w

e prefer to
keep it that w

ay until w
e can find the appropriate

people to help us in the facility.  D
ue to tim

e
constraints I do not have the tim

e to train people to
handle the birds, or to go through the checks to see
if they can be trusted to w

ork w
ith them

.

These birds are w
orth a lot of m

oney in the
illegal bird trade so w

e need to be m
indful of

volunteer trustw
orthiness and public know

ledge of
the facilities location.

B
C

R
C

 cu
rren

t
p

artn
ersh

ip
s

W
e have recently established other strong

partnerships w
ith the follow

ing com
panies, groups

and individuals.

O
rgan

isation
 assistan

ce
received

Perth Zoo Provide initial veterinary care for
injured/ill birds M

ain R
oads W

estern Australia
Provision of perm

its to cut native food for the Black
Cockatoos.

C
ity of Arm

adale ~ Provision of perm
its to cut

native food for the Black C
ockatoos

“M
en in Sheds”, Arm

adale H
om

e H
elp ~

C
urrently assisting in m

aking feed trays.

N
LG

 Earth M
oving ~ Provided landfill to

build pads for the future flight aviaries.

Zara Kivell, Land for W
ildlife

O
fficer,Species and Com

m
unities Branch,

D
EC

, Perth H
ills D

istrictProvision of 21
cockatoo nest boxes.liaison w

ith D
EC

,
Perth H

ills D
istrict, M

en in Sheds, C
ity of

Arm
adale, Serpentine-Jarrahdale

Landcare, Arm
adale-G

osnells Landcare,
provided referral inform

ation and support.

W
orld W

atch
Assisting in the form

ation of
a w

eb site
G

lenn Dew
hurst M

anager Black Cockatoo
Rehabilitation Centre (BCRC)

"The goddess fierce
Echidna w

ho is half a
nym

ph w
ith glancing

eyes and fair cheeks,
and half again a huge
snake, great and
awful, with speckled
skin, eating raw

 flesh
beneath the secret
parts of the holy earth.
And there she has a
cave deep dow

n
under a hollow

 rock far
from

 the deathless
gods and m

ortal m
en. There, then, did the gods

appoint her a glorious house to dw
ell in: and she

keeps guard in Arim
a beneath the earth, grim

Echidna, a nym
ph w

ho dies not nor grow
s old all

her days." (Theogony, 295-305)

T
h

e G
od

d
ess Fierce

E
ch

id
n

a
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distances in search of native flow
ering and native

fruit. Like all native anim
als and birds they are

opportunistic eaters and w
ill also eat

orchard and backyard fruit.
Interestingly, since W

ildlife Carers
and R

esearchers becam
e interested

in raising and caring for these
m

am
m

als w
e have learnt that

feeding Flying-foxes isn’t as easy as
first thought. Flying-foxes can not
survive on com

m
ercial fruit only, not

enough protein,and that is w
ithout

the need to fly long distances as they
are in care. Flying-foxes m

ain food
is nectar and pollen that is derived
from

 eucalypts, banksias and
m

elaleucas. These native species
do not flow

er every year and in
response to this som

etim
es the

Flying-fox has to travel great
distances. Satellite telem

etry has
show

n that individuals can fly up to
800km

s w
ithin w

eeks. If the flow
ering

is good then it is usual for Flying-
foxes to travel approx 20 -30 km

s a
night. R

ain at night also has a
devastating effect washing out the
nectar and pollen that these plants
produce at night.

Flying-fox birthing season  is just about here and
w

e m
ay be lucky enough to have som

e fly our w
ay.

The fem
ales have only one young each year and

fly for the first 5 or 6 w
eeks w

ith their young. Bats,
both Insectivorous and Flying-fox, do not have a
pouch  but fly w

ith their young hanging onto their
nipple w

ith their m
outh and her fur w

ith their feet.
Bats are the only flying m

am
m

als in the w
orld

although there are other species that glide. Flying-
fox have a large part to play in pollinating our
forests and the dispersal of seed. W

ithout them
 w

e
w

ould not have the diversity that w
e now

 enjoy in
our forests and N

ational Parks.

For the next few
 m

onths please look out for
Flying-foxes in trouble. If you see one electrocuted

on pow
er lines check to see if a bub is on her. M

ore
than 90%

 of young survive on an electrocuted

m
other. These young can be successfully raised

and released. A Flying-fox alone in a bush/tree/
fence is also in trouble and your W

ildlife C
are group

needs to be called.

It w
ould be a tragedy for Flying-foxes to becom

e
extinct as the Passenger Pigeons did in N

orth
Am

erica. O
nce it w

as thought to be the m
ost prolific

bird on the planet . In 1810 ornithologists estim
ated

that there w
ere over 2 billion birds in a single flock,

one of m
any. Their diet consisted of nuts, seeds and

berries. D
ue to land clearing, culling ,forest fires

and ignorance the last of these birds w
as shot in

1900 and the last living captive bird died in 1914.

Lets hope that Flying-foxes have a chance to
survive in the 21

st century.

photo by Vivien Jones
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G
len is the M

anager Black C
ockatoo R

ehabilita-
tion C

entre (BC
R

C
)

blackcockatoorescue.com

The Black C
ockatoo R

ehabilitation C
entre

(BC
R

C
) w

as established in 1988 by Yvonne and
Fred Varris, R

egistered C
ALM

 W
ildlife R

ehabilita-
tor’s.Everything w

e do w
ith the birds is approved by

the D
epartm

ent of Environm
ent and C

onversation
(D

EC
) and are closely m

onitored by the Senior
W

ildlife O
fficers from

 D
EC

, and w
ork w

ith the Perth
Zoo Veterinary U

nit.  W
e are R

egistered W
ildlife

R
ehabilitators (D

EC
).

O
u

r G
oals

· To successfully rehabilitate injured black
cockatoos.

· To release rehabilitated cockatoo’s back into
their ow

n fam
ily flocks in the w

ild.

· To provide education and aw
areness to the

public and individuals on black cockatoos: distribu-
tion, habitat, food, conservation status,

· To provide education and aw
areness to the

public and individuals on the functions of the BC
R

C

O
u

r Fu
n

ction
s

W
e (the BC

R
C

) recover (pick up) injured Black
C

ockatoos from
 anyw

here in W
A and  transport

B
lack C

ockatoo R
e
h
ab

ilitation C
e
ntre

them
 to Perth Zoo for specialist m

edical care.  It is
essential to the bird’s survival that it receives this
care w

ithin 24 hours.  W
e travel on average

2500km
 a m

onth for the care, rehabilitation and
release of the Black C

ockatoos.

After initial treatm
ent a, the bird is released back

to the BC
R

C
 facility for further treatm

ent and
C

ockatoo release in being able to dem
onstrate

often that a fam
ily flock w

ill accept their ow
n back

into the group.  W
e have studied and identified on

w
hat to look for in particular the interaction

betw
een the birds.  W

e are the only ones w
ho

know
 how

 to do this.

If w
e are unable to find their flock then w

e w
ill

keep them
 to build and form

 a flock to enable soft
release of a group into the w

ild.

The birds that are unable to be released, (ie (ie
“derelicts”) and w

ho are suitable w
ill form

 a core
group of educational Black C

ockatoos that can be
used by D

EC
 approved individuals to take and use

in their displays.

W
e are also w

orking on public aw
areness and

education on the status of black cockatoos, and how
to obtain first aid for injured cockatoos.

Please refer to our w
eb site for inform

ation
sheets for descriptions, conservation status,
distribution, diet and threats.  Kindly donated by the
Peth Zoo.

B
C

R
C

 cu
rren

t fu
n

d
in

g
U

ntil very recently the BC
R

C
 w

as self-funded by
m

y fam
ily, the tw

o original m
em

bers of the BC
R

C
and m

yself.  I currently spend approxim
ately $700

to $1000 a m
onth out of m

y and m
y fam

ily’s w
ages

to m
ake up the day to day short fall of supplies.  By

no w
ay see this as a com

plaint, as this is w
hat w

e
have chosen to do for the plight of the Black
Cockatoos.

G
lenn D

ew
hurst M

anager Black C
ockatoo

R
ehabilitation C

entre (BC
R

C
)
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R
ep

ort  on
 N

S
W

W
ild

life C
ou

n
cil (N

W
C

)
by Brian C

hetw
ynd

The N
W

C
 (N

SW
 W

ildlife C
ouncil) w

as initiated 5
years ago and is now

 firm
ly established as the peak

body for all w
ildlife carers in the State. It represents

som
e 4,500 carers from

 m
ore than 28 w

ild care
groups. N

SW
 is the only state w

ith a peak body that
represents carers. N

W
C

 has an excellent relation-
ship w

ith the D
ept of the Environm

ent (N
ational

Parks), w
ho have recently confirm

ed a 3 year
guaranteed funding program

.

Probably, the m
ajor early achievem

ent of N
W

C
,

w
as the underw

riting of m
em

bers insurance and
this relieved the individual w

ild care groups of a
very onerous and expensive aspect of their
operation. This w

as due in no sm
all part to N

TW
C

m
em

ber Alan R
ose, w

ho w
ith his w

ife C
arol w

ere
tireless w

orkers. Alan w
as the N

TW
C

 representa-
tive for 3 years. H

e w
as succeeded by John

D
onnelly, w

ho gained a reputation on N
W

C
 as an

excellent contributor and hard w
orker. The current

representative is Brian C
hetw

ynd, w
ho w

as elected
Secretary of the N

W
C

 at the AG
M

 in August 2010.

At the last m
eeting of the N

W
C

, several guest
speakers w

ere invited. M
ost notable, w

as M
s Sally

Barnes, D
eputy D

irector G
eneral, Parks and

W
ildlife G

roup. M
s Barnes addressed the C

ouncil
on several w

ide-ranging issues of policy and
current program

s. A num
ber of questions w

ere put
to M

s Barnes about the new
 Fauna Policy and her

forthright answ
ers and genuine concern w

as
greatly appreciated by C

ouncil m
em

bers. There
w

as little doubt that M
s Barnes and N

W
C

 have a
very good relationship.

M
r. Kevin R

oberts, Senior Environm
ental

Specialist from
 the RTA also addressed the C

ouncil
on biodiversity guidelines and the RTA’s effort in this
direction. Again, N

W
C

 m
em

bers w
ere extrem

ely
im

pressed w
ith the efforts and concerns placed on

the protection of w
ildlife. This w

as particularly the
case regarding R

TA projects of underpasses and
overpasses. Again, the co-operation of the RTA is
greatly appreciated by N

W
C

 and doubtless this
excellent relationship w

ill continue.

Am
ongst the current concerns of N

W
C

 is the
continued slaughter of kangaroos for com

m
ercial

gain and the attem
pted relocation of the grey-

headed flying fox. N
W

C
 is m

aking the appropriate
representations to those concerned and is actively
participating w

here necessary. The next m
eeting of

the N
W

C
 is in N

ovem
ber and anyone w

ishing to
have a m

atter raised, or get further inform
ation

about any issue, m
ay contact Brian C

hetw
ynd on

6772-5855.

N
T

W
C

 h
a
s
 its

 o
w

n

F
a
c
e
B

o
o
k
 p

a
g
e
.

G
o
 to

w
w

w
.fa

c
e
b
o
o
k
.c

o
m

a
n
d
 ‘s

e
a
rc

h
’ N

o
r
th

e
r
n

T
a
b
le

la
n
d
s
 W

ild
life

C
a
re

rs
 a

n
d
 a

s
k
 fo

r a
“
frie

n
d
 re

q
u
e
s
t”

.

I h
o
p
e
 it w

ill b
e
c
o
m

e

a
 p

la
c
e
 w

h
e
re

m
e
m

b
e
rs

 c
a
n
 s

h
a
re

id
e
a
s
 a

n
d
 c

o
n
c
e
rn

s
.
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Kelly Stum
bles – G

len Innes C
o-ordinator,

NTW
C

A m
acropod training day w

as held in G
len Innes

on the 16th O
ctober at the N

PW
S building. W

e got
off to a late start due to the w

indy and rainy w
eather

the night before. A num
ber of people couldn’t m

ake

it due to this and Julie and G
ary the

presenters had a bugger of a tim
e getting

to town.

As it w
as only Julie m

ade it in the end
as w

hen they got to the bridge near their
place it w

as just about to go under so she
had to rush G

ary back to leave him
 at

hom
e w

ith the roos in pre-release in case
they couldn’t get back hom

e. So off she
set again for tow

n only to be held up by
various trees across the road, som

e of
w

hich she got around but in the end she
cam

e across one that w
as too big. After a

num
ber of phone calls she w

as brought

to tow
n by m

y partner Ian. H
er car had to stay on

the other side of the tree; I drove her back to her
car that afternoon.

Besides Julie w
ho conducted the course and

m
yself (Kelly) w

ho ran it, w
e had eleven people

attend the course. Four w
ere from

 Tenterfield, tw
o

from
 Arm

idale and five from
 G

len Innes. O
ut of

those only three w
eren’t m

em
bers but tw

o of those
filled out m

em
bership form

s and paid their fees on
the day.

O
nce w

e got started the day flew
 by w

ith
everyone appearing to enjoy the course and gain
som

ething from
 it. I think everyone brushed up on

there skills and learnt new
 things to care for

m
acropods. So hopefully w

e have som
e new

m
em

bers that are a bit m
ore on track w

ith w
hat

they’re m
eant to do.

Keeping your training up to date is an im
portant

thing w
hen you’re a w

ildlife carer; it’s in the anim
als’

best interest for everyone to do so. Also if you have
a problem

 never hesitate to call an experienced
carer for help, it could save the anim

als life.

W
ell happy caring everyone and I hope you

enjoyed the course and w
ill see you at the next

one.

G
len

 In
n

es T
rain

in
g d

ay

M
acropod

 T
raining D

ay – G
le

n I
nne

s

A
 P

air of T
aw

n
eys w

ith
 Ju

lia
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C
om

m
u

n
ity P

artn
ersh

ip
A

ccou
n

t w
ith

 N
ew

E
n

glan
d

 M
u

tu
al

 The C
om

m
unity M

utual G
roup offers a C

om
m

u-
nity Partnership Account (C

PA)
which assists com

m
unity-based

organisations with their
fundraising activities. The C

PA is
a full access savings account that
offers a com

petitive interest rate
and a guarantee that w

e w
ill

rew
ard the account holder’s

nom
inated com

m
unity group with

an annual bonus paym
ent. The

Account holder W
IN

S w
ith a

com
petitive transaction account,

the com
m

unity group W
IN

S w
ith

financial support and w
e W

IN
 as w

e are able to
direct m

ore funds back into the com
m

unities in
w

hich w
e operate!

H
ow

 does it w
ork?

Interested C
om

m
unity G

roups need to register
w

ith The C
om

m
unity M

utual G
roup to becom

e a
R

ecipient O
rganisation. W

e w
ill then place the

organisation’s nam
e on our list of recipient organi-

sations and individual m
em

bers can elect to support
their favourite groups by opening a C

om
m

unity
Partnership Account.

O
n 30 June each year w

e calculate the average
annual balance of accounts held by supporters of
each recipient organisation. This am

ount is then
used by us to m

ake a 1%
 bonus paym

ent to the
chosen Com

m
unity O

rganisation.

W
hat can com

m
unity groups do?

C
om

m
unity G

roups can encourage C
om

m
unity

Partnership Accounts to be opened by letting
supporters know

 about it through their ow
n

newsletters, m
eetings and functions. Com

m
unity

G
roups can also distribute these brochures to their

supporters. W
hen a w

hole com
m

unity gets behind
their favourite charity, sporting club or com

m
unity

organisation, sm
all am

ounts saved by individuals
can becom

e significant to their fundraising goals.

H
ow

 can you support your favourite com
m

unity
group?

You can support your chosen com
m

unity
organisation without it
costing you anything. As
long as you have m

oney in
your account, your chosen
organisation w

ill receive an
annual bonus from

 us.
Thanks to supporters
choosing their favourite
com

m
unity organisation, the

recipient can continue to
enjoy this bonus paym

ent
each year.

The m
ore supporters an organisation obtains the

m
ore they w

ill receive in their annual bonus
paym

ent—
encourage your relatives and friends to

becom
e supporters today.

H
ow

 can I access funds in the C
PA?

The C
om

m
unity Partnership Account is an

everyday transaction account w
ith a variety of

access m
ethods to suit you! Access your funds at

call through a cheque book, EFTPO
S, ATM

, W
eb

Access (Internet Banking), Sw
ift Access (telephone

banking), VISA D
ebit card and BPAY®

.

Support N
orthern Tablelands W

ildlife carers.

N
T

W
C

 received
$186 from

 th
is

in
itiative.

R
egister to h

elp
u

s to raise m
ore

m
on

ey
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I am
 pleased to announce the form

al creation of
the Australian W

ildlife Rehabilitation Conference Inc
(AW

R
C

 Inc).

W
e have chosen to use the w

ord Australian in
our nam

e as in this internet-enabled w
orld, the

w
ord N

ational  could apply to any country. 
H

ow
ever, conferences m

ay w
ell continue to be

called N
ational W

ildlife R
ehabilitation C

onference;
this w

ill be at the discretion of future conference
organising com

m
it-

tees.   

 C
onferences w

ill
be held every tw

o
years and w

e are
delighted to advise
that the 2012 confer-
ence w

ill be held in
Tow

nsville.  

O
ver past five

years an inform
al

group of past
C

onference organis-
ers has been w

orking
together, m

entoring
and facilitating future
and potential confer-
ence organisers to ensure the continuation of the
National W

ildlife Rehabilitation Conferences.

This group has been responsible for the creation
of a “rolling loan”, now

 at $12,500, w
hich is m

ade
available to each new

 C
onference organising

com
m

ittee as seed funding.

W
hilst w

e have relied on trust until this point, the
contributors w

ere concerned that this m
oney, w

hich
w

as not ours, be safeguarded and that the
m

anagem
ent of this m

oney be form
alised.

The purpose of AW
R

C
 is to adm

inister the
“rolling loan” and to facilitate future W

ildlife R
ehabili-

tation C
onferences. To that end w

e w
ill also be

com
piling docum

entation and offering guidance and

support to future conference organisers.

The AW
R

C
 is independent of any other w

ildlife
associations, and its funds w

ill be used solely to
support and encourage national w

ildlife rehabilita-
tion conferences.  These conferences have alw

ays
been w

ell organised, inform
ative and enjoyable

and it is our aim
 to ensure that they continue to

im
prove and rem

ain relevant and useful into the
future.

W
e are centralising

m
anagem

ent of the
Conference w

ebsite w
hich

w
ill overcom

e som
e of the

hand-over problem
s w

hich
Conference organising
com

m
ittees have previ-

ously encountered. 
C

urrently the new
 w

ebsite 
- w

w
w.aw

rc.org.au – w
hich

w
ill be the repository for all

NW
RC Papers in a

searchable form
at redirects

visitors to the existing
C

onference w
ebsite. 

Searches for National
W

ildlife R
ehabilitation

Conference (NW
RC) are now

 being redirected
to the new

 w
ebsite.   O

ur C
onstitution w

ill,
in due course, be available on the new
w

ebsite.

Com
m

ittee m
em

bers currently consist of m
em

-
bers from

 each of the States w
hich have contributed

financially, together with representatives from
previous com

m
ittees w

ho have continued their
involvem

ent, and m
em

bers of future conference
organising com

m
ittees. M

ost of our com
m

ittee
m

em
bers have provided advice and assistance to

m
ore than one conference in the past.  If required

in the future, the C
om

m
ittee m

ay be expanded in
line w

ith AW
R

C
’s needs.

A
u

stralian
 W

ild
life R

eh
ab

ilitation
 C

on
feren

ce In
c


